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NEW BOOKS|! 
PUBLISHED BY LEE & SHEPHARD 


No. 10 Milk Street, Boston, Mass. 
FOR JANUARY AND FEBRUARY, 1890. 


STORIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE. 


This illustration is from a story ‘‘Was it April 
Fool?” in which the two boys, who had been 
hiding away eggs for Easter by robbing the hens, 
have had their fun spoiled by Grandpa’s discovery 
of their treasure,and his treatment of it in such 
a comical way that they could not decide whether 
it was an April Fool or not. 

By Mrs. Rosa Hartwick Thorpe. 
trated, $1.00. 


Cloth. Mlus- 





YOUNG FOLKS’ TROPHIES OF TRAVEL 


EEX « SHE SHEPARD _ 


BOSTON ON 


“A Boy’s Adventures by Sea and Land.” By 
Capt. Charles W. Hall, author of ‘Adrift in the 
Ice Fields,” “The Great Bonanza,”&c. With nu- 
merous full-page. and letter-press fllustrations. 
Royal octavo. Handsome cover, $1.75. Cloth, 
gilt, $2.50. 

“Drifting Round the World” is ‘‘out of the 
beaten track” in its course of travel, record of 
adventures and descriptions of life in Greenland, 
Labrador, Ireland, Scotland, England, France, 
Holland, Russia, Asia, Siberia and Alaska. Its 
hero is young, bold and adventurous: and the 
book is in every way interesting and attractive. 
It is not merely descriptive, but contains within 
a narrative abounding in world-wide informa- 
tion, all the essentials of an exciting story, so 
that the reader has Romance, Geography and 
History combined. 


ORCHIDS, THE ROYAL FAMILY 
OF PLANTS. 


With illustrations from nature, by Harriet 
Stewart Miner, comprising twenty-four magnifi- 
cent specimens in colors, each 10x14 inches, re- 
productions of Some of the most celebrated and 
costly varieties of this liar branch of the 
fioral kingdom. ‘The volume is 14inches by 11 
inches wide, 13¢ inches in thickness. Gilt edges. 

The plates are-the finest specimens of art 
pe ever produced in any country. There is 

ade or-tint in the original flower but 
what 1g faighfl ge eee 4 
» . Priees: Gold. Cloth, Portfolio, $15.00, Turkey 
Morocco, $36.00.. Tree Caif, $36.00. 





LITTLE CANARY STORIES. 


By Mrs. M. A, Osgood. 
trated. Price, 75c. each. 
LITTLE CANARY, SISTER DAISY, 

COUSIN EUGENE, BLACK CATO. 

A delightful party of Little Folks, with witty 
speech, bright ways and taking adventures. 
Genial Black Cato ‘‘shines” in peculiar stories. 
A bright little reader says: “They are just as 
good as the Prudy books.” 


OLIVER OPTIC’S NEW SERIES. 


Four volumes, Illus- 


THE BLUE AND THE GRAY. 


A series of volumes founded on events In the 
Civil War. Now ready. 


TAKEN BY THE ENEMY. 
Cloth. Dlustrated. $1.50. 


liver Optic has turned his attention to a new 
field of literature. Some time ago he wrote 
“The Army and Navy Series,” which has found 
an abiding place in the hearts of boys who do not 
like “dry history,” and yet want to know how 
things were done in former days. 
description of the brave doings of the soldier and 
sailor boys in the great rebellion, this “Army 
and Navy Series” stand in the front rank. Now 
Oliver Optic greets his readers with a second 
somewhat similar, though really different kind 
ofstory, In the Blue and the Gray Series he 
proposes to relate the true history of the doings 
of those who fought on both sides. The set will 
be uniformly bound in army blue and confederate 
gray, and stamped with the army badges of both 
sections. The mechanical part of the work is 
well done, as well as the literary.: The first vol- 
ume is now ready, and the boys will soon revel 
in the wonderfully fascinating pages of Taken by 
the Enemy, which is fully up to any of. Mr. 
Adam’s efforts of former years. 


As a spirited 


{ 


Publishers and Booksellers. 


SILVER GROSS, 


THE AUTHORIZED ORGAN OF THE 
ORDER OF 


The King’s Daughters 


PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY 
THE CENTRAL 
COUNCIL. 


Price, $1.00 per year. 


SINGLE COPIES, 10¢. 


No member of the Order can afford to 
do without this Magazine, and all persons 
desiring information in regard to the or- 
ganization should send for a sample copy. 


Address, 


ISABELLA CHARLES DAVIS, 


Corresponding Secretary. 


47 W. 22d St., New York. 


WEBSTER 


THE BEST INVESTMENT 
For the Family, School, or Professional Library. 


Has been for many years Standard 
Authority in the Gov’t Printing 
Office ad U.S. Supreme Court. 

It is Highly Seeaala by 38 State. 
Sup’ts of Schools and the leading 
College Presidents. 

Nearly all the School Books pub- 
lished in this country are based upon 
Webster, 4s attested by the leading School 
Book Publishers. 

3000 more Words id early 
2000 more Engravings tha aly 
other American Dictionary. 


GET THE BEST. 
Sold by all Booksellers. Illustrated Panrphiet. 
with specimen pages, etc., sent free. 


G.& c. MERRIAM & CO,, Pub’rs, Springfield, Mase. 
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Publishers and Booksellers. 





BOOKS FOR HEBREW STUDENTS. 


Hebrew Reader and Grammar, Part 1, 
Reading Exercises. Price 25 cents. Part 
2-4, Grammar and Exercises. Price 75 
cents. B. 8. Manheimer. 

The First Union Hebrew Reader for Sab- 
bath Schools. Price 25 cents. The Sec- 
ond Union Hebrew Reader. A Manual of 
Instruction in the Language, History and 
Principles of Judaism, according to the 
Hebrew Scriptures. By Revs. Krauskopf 
and Berkowitz. Price 50 cents. 

First Lessonsin Hebrew, With English 
and German Explanatory Notes. By 8S. 
Hecht. Price 25 cents. 

First Elements of Hebrew Gramniar. 
By J. H. Dessar. Price 15 cents. 

History of the Hebrews’ Second Com- 
monwealth. By Rev. Dr. I. M. Wise. 8vo. 
pp. 386. $2.00. 

Rabbinical Dialectics. The Misnah and 
Talmud. A. Hahn. 8vo. $1.00. 

Ilistory of the Arguments for the Exist- 
ence of God. Rabbi A. Hahn. 12mo., 
pp. 205. $1.50. 

Bible Ethics. History and Principles of 
Judaism, according to the Hebrew Scrip- 
tures. Revs. Krauskopf and Berkowitz. 
12mo., 50 cents. 

A Defense of Judaism. 
8vo., pp. 129. 75 cents. 

The Cosmic God. A Fundamental Phi- 
losophy. Rabbi M. Wise. 8vo., pp. 181. 
$1.50. 

A Guide for Rational Inquiries into the 
Biblical Writings. Rev. I. Kalisch. 8vo., 
pp. 192. $1.25. 

The Jewish Law of Marriage and Di- 
vorce. Dr. M. Mielziner. 8vo., pp. 149. 
$2.00. 

Judaism: Its Doctrine and Duties. Rab- 
bi M. Wise. 12mo. 50 cents. 


Moses the Man and Statesman. Dr. I, M. 
Wise. Paper. 25 cents 

Patriotic and Talmudic Studies. 
Friedlander. Paper. 25 cents. 

The Semitic Nations. D. Chwolson. Pa- 
per. 50 cents. 

Five Lectures on Cuneiform Discoveries. 
Dr. Philipson. Paper. 50 cents. 

Hebrew Bibles. Hebrew and English or 
German. Vienna Edition. $4.00. 


THE BLOCH PRINTING CO., 
Cincinnati and Chicago. 


Rabbi M. Wise. 


Dr. M. 


A Dictionary of Christian Antiquities. 
Being a continuation of the Diction- 
ary of the Bible. 


Edited by William Smith, D.C. L., LL. D., clas- 
sic examiner of the University of London, and 
Samuel Cheetham, M. A., Professor of Pastoral 
Theology in King’s College, London. Complete 
in two volumes. Illustrated by nearly six hun- 
dred engravings. An unabridged and exact re- 
print of the English edition, from duplicate plates 
purchased by us from the English publishers. 

ConpiT10N8s:—This work is complete in two vol- 
umes printed from new electrotype plates, on 
good paper, and will be illustrated with nearly 
600 engravings It will contain about 2100 octavo 
double column pages. and will be furnished in a 
neat and substantial binding, at the following 
low prices: 

In fine English cloth, sprinkled edges, per Vol., 
$3.50. In leather, library style. per Vol., $4.00. 
In half Turkey Morocco, marbled edges, beveled 
boards, per Vol., $5.00. 

Special inducements to clergymen. ‘The Dic- 
tion: will be sent by mail, postage paid, to any 
part of the United States or Canada, on receipt of 
price, less 25 per cent. discount. 


J. B, BURR PUBLISHING Co, 
Hartford, Conn, 


A MONUMENTAL WORK. 


A Library of American Literature 


From the earliest —_—e to the present 
ime. 


COMPILED AND EDITED BY 
EDMUND CLARENCE STEDMAN 
AND 


ELLEN MACKAY HUTCHINSON. 


Ten Octavo Volumes of from 500 to 600 pages 
each. Fiffeen full page portraits to each 
volume, many of which are very rare 
and valuable. 


CONTENTS: 
4 ed Colonial Literature, 1607- 
75. 
q eel Colonial Literature, 1676- 
764. 

. Ill.—Literature of the Revolution, 
1765-1777. 

IV.—Literature of the Republic— 
Constitutional Period, 1778-1820. 

. V.—Literature of the Republic, 1821- 
1834. 

. VL, VIL, VIII.—Literature of the 
Reppblic, 1835-1860. 

. IX., X.—Literature of the Republic, 
1861-1889. Fully representing the 
writers that have arisen since the 
beginning of the civil war. 

Vol. XI.—Biographical Sketches, Topical 
Index and Literature of the Repub- 
lic, 1861 to 1889, 


This work differs materially in character and 
scope from anything of the kind that has hereto- 
fore been published. We have issued it to meet 
the demand which is increasing daily. The last 
century has seen American literature raised to a 

osition of such dignity that some knowledge of 

ts growth must be considered a necessary part 
of even an ordinary education. The work is 
really the intellectual history of America, as it is 
a collection of the best selections that can be 
made from all that has been written by American 
authors, and is arranged chronologically, so that 
the reader may review the course of our litera- 
ture, and note its development, from Its inception 
in 1607, to its present variety and eminence. The 
work is a complete library in itself, every line of 
which reflects the best intellect of the period in 
which it was written. It is, and must remain, 
the standard collection of our natioual literature. 


NO GREAT WORK HAS EVEN BEEN SO 
ENTHUSIASTICALLY RECEIVED BY 
THE PUBLIC. 


EXTRACTS FROM COMMENTS. 


I have looked over the first six volumes with 
much satisfaction. . . I shall find it very useful. 
For the general public it will meet a want that 
could not otherwise be supplied.—Prof. John 
Fiske, of Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass. 


I have been looking over the noble volumes 
with hearty satisfaction.—John G. Whittier. 


The best aggregate expression of what the 
American mind has produced during the two hun- 
dred and eighty years of its activity.—James 
Clark Ridpath. 


The volumes already submitted prove that con- 
spicuous success has been attained in this en- 
deavor. Coming to examine the work in detail, 
the reader soon discovers with what art and la- 
bor it has been constructed.—New York Tribune. 


These volumes are a substantial addition to 
popular literature, and makes as they profess to 
do, a library of our best American reading for the 
people at large.— The Atlantic Monthly. 


A great work of this kind is a literary monu- 
ment, and it ought to stand in every intelligent 
home in the country,— The Hartjord Courant. 


tc?" We desire to enter negotiations with a few 
ladies and gentlemen in various parts of the 
country, who are capable of representing us on 
this work. We will pleased to mail our illus- 
trated circular of this work on application. 


CHARLES L. WEBSTER & CO., Pub’s, 


3 East 14th St., New York. 


JAS. B. ROWE, GENERAL AGENT, 


P. O. Box 503, 
157 Church St., New Haven, Conn. 


NOTABLE 


RELIGIOUS BOOKS. 


RIVERSIDE PARALLEL BIBLE. 
Containing the Authorized Version and the Re- 
vised Version in parallel columns. Large type, 
cloth, $5.00; Persian, $10.00; morocco, $15.00. 


BIBLE DICTIONARY. 


Dr. Smith’s Great Bible Dictionary. Ed- 
ited for America by Professor Hacker and Dr. 
oot a. 4 on 8vo, 596 illustrations, 3,- 
97 pages, cloth, $20.00. Other bindings fr 
$25.00 to $45.00 net. —— 


THE NEW TESTAMENT. 
Superbly illustrated with Engravings from De 
signs after the Old Masters. Royal 4to, cloth, 
full gilt, $10.00; morocco, $20.00; levant, $25.00. 
t2-A Superb Gift. 


WILLIAM BURNET WRIGHT, D. D. 
Ancient Cities. From the Dawn to the Day- 
light. Fourth Edition. $1.25. 

The World to Come. Sermons with a re- 
markably interesting and informing Lecture on 
Christmas. $1.25. 


ELIZABETH STUART PHELPS. 
The Struggle for Immortality. A new vol- 
ume of remarkable essays. $1.25. 
The Gates Ajar. Seventy-fifth thousand $1.50. 
Beyond the Gates. Twenty-seventh thous- 
and. $1.50. 
Songs of the Silent World. $1.25. 


PRAYERS OF THE AGES. 
A noteworthy book. $1.50. 


T. T. MUNGER, D. D. 
The Freedom of Faith. Sermons with a 
prefatory essay on “The New Theology.” Sev 
enteenth Edition. $1.50. 
On the Threshold. For Young’ People. 
Twenty-second Edition. $1.00. 
Lamps and Paths. Sermons for Children. 
Seventh Edition. $1.00. 
The Appeal to Life. Fifth Edi- 
tion. $1.50. 


LUCY LARCOM. 
Beckonings for Every Day. A Calendar of 
Thought. Good, very good, for every year. 
Fifth Edition. $1.00. 
Breathings of the Better Life.. 
and selected. Sixth Edition. $1.25. 
Poems. Household Edition. $1.75. 


THOMAS HUGHES. 
The Manliness of Christ. 
$1.00, paper, 25 cents. 


S. E. HERRICK. 
Some Heretics of Yesterday. Tauler, 
Wicliff, Huss, Savonarola, Latimer, Cranmer. 
Melanchthon, Knox, Calvin, Coligny, Brewster, 
Wesley. $1.50. 


REV. F. W. GUNSAULUS. 


The Transfiguration of Christ. 
top; $1.25. 


WILLIAM ELLIOT GRIFFIS, D. D. 
The Lily Among Thorns. An engaging 
book showing the real character of The Song of 
Solomon. $1.25; white cloth, with gflt top, $1.50. 


WASHINGTON GLADDEN, D. D. 
Applied Christianity. Moral Aspects 0 
Social Questions. $1.25. 

The Lord’s Prayer. $1.00. 


JOHN FISKE. 
The Idea of God, as affected by modern 
Knowledge. 16mo, $1.00. 
The Destiny of Man, viewed in the Light of 
his Origin. 16mo, $1.00. 


J. LEWIS DIMAN, D. D. 
The Theistic Argument. Crown 8vo, $2.00. 
Orations, Essays, and Selected Sermons. 
Crown S8vo, $2.50. 
Memoirs and Letters. 
ARD. Crown 8v0, $2.00. 


AMERICAN RELIGIOUS LEADERS. 
1. Jonathan Edwards. By Prof. A. V. G. 
ALLEN. $1.25. 
Il. Wilbur Fisk. 
TICE. $1.25. 
The initial volumes in an important series. 


Sermons. 


Original 


16mo, cloth, 


16mo, gilt 


By CAROLINE HAz- 


By. Prof. GEORGE PREN- 


PROF. A. V. G. ALLEN. 


The Continuity of Christian Thought. A 
study of Modern Theology in the Light of His- 
tory. Seventh Edition. 12mo, gilt top, $2.00. 


¢#~For sale by all booksellers. Sent by mail, 
postpaid on receipt of price, by the publishers, 


HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & CO., Boston. 





Publishers and Booksellers. 








A NEW EDITION DE LUXE OF 


CHARLES DICKENS’ 
COMPLETE WORKS. 


——eoo—— 


Limited to 1,000 Numbered Copies. 
—~+@o— 


Unquestionably the handsomest edition of 
Dickens’ writings. The nearest approach to the 
highest ideals of perfection in bookmaking ever 
attempted in this country. 

The type is from a new font especially cast for 
it and never used for any other purpose. : 

The paper, also especially made for it, com- 
bines the qualities of excellence in finish and in 
the materials used, witha lightness of weight 
that prevents the volume from being uncomfort- 
ably heavy to hold and read. 

The illustrations, half the value of a good edi- 
tion of Dickens, are incompara! ly superior to any 
ever issued in any edition printed in this country, 
and are only excelled, if at all, by the original 
issues of each volume, sets of which bring from 
one to two thousand dollars. 

All the original etchings by Cruikshank and 
others have been carefully re-etched, line for 
line, from brilliant original proof impressions, 
and proofs taken for this edition on Imperial 
Japanese paper. The wood engravingsare print- 
ed on Japanese paper from electrotypes never 
before used, furnished by Dickens’ original pub- 
lishers. é 

The set will be completed in 45 volumes, ‘at 
the rate of about two volumes per month. 

Pricce, bound in vellum cloth, gilt tops, uncut, 
&2.50 per volume. 

82 Issued by subscription only, and no orders 
taken except for complete sets. Prospectus, with 
specimen, showing type, page, paper, etc., with 
— illustration, mailed free upon applica- 
tion. 


ESTES & LAURIAT, 


Publishers, 
BOSTON, - MASS. 


AMERICAN 


Kindergarten Normal School. 


Pupils Received at Any Time. 


Oldest and most successful Training School 
for Kindergarteners. 


Board and Tuition very reasonable. 
Good Positions for Graduates. 


EMILY M. COE, Principal, 


And Editor of American Kindergarten Magazine, 
now in its tenth year. 





American Kindergarten Material. 


This material is recognized everywhere as be- 
ing far superior to any other. 

For Kindergartens and Primary Schools, full 
supplies and catalogue can be obtained at 


37 & 39 West 22d St., New Yerk. 


—+o+— 


AMERICAN KINDERGARTEN MAGAZINE, 


Official Organ of [the American 
Kindergarten Society. 


This journal is now in its tenth year and is full 
of good things for mothers and teachers. Send 
tor table of contents for any volume. 

Price per year, $1.00. Sample copies, 10c. 

Any of the bound volumes since 1879 sent post 
paid on receipt of price, $1.35. 

Two sent to one address, 10 per cent. discount. 











GOLDEN ROD 


wT. 


COLORS! 


Address 





OUR NATIONAL FLOWER! 


af will send you this BEAUTIFUL STUDY (Our National Flower) GOLDEN 

ROD in COLORS! and a list of LIDA CLARKSON’S COLORED STU DIES, 

also our 1890 PREMIUM LisT, and a three months’ trial subscription to In= 

galls’ Home Magazine, (a finely-illustrated 64-page $1 Monthly Maga- § 

zine, devoted to FANCY Work, ART PAINTING, etc., etc.) all forten2c.stamps § 

(20 cents). We make this liberal offer to introduce the Magazinc into new homes, 
J.F.INGALLS, Publisher, Lynn, Mass. 


OUR NATION 


HUNT - & - EATON, 


In the Methodist Book Concern’s Magnifi- 
cent New Building, 


Corner 5th Ave., and 20th St., NEW YORK. 


Will have afull assortment of Su day School 
and Holiday Books. 


—- es 


Two Thousand Miles Through the Heart 
of Mexico. By Rev. J, H. McCarty, D. D. Il- 
lustrated. 12mo0, $1.00. 

Those who cannot see this old country and 
strange people, with their quaint habits and cus- 
toms, would do well to look at them through the 
eyes of Dr. McCarty, whose vision is clear and 
descriptive powers very superior. This is truly 
Gue of the readable books on travel, suitable for 
the home or Sunday-school. 


Left in the Wilderness. 
12mo, 90c. 

A book for American boys, descriptive of pio- 
neer days in Ohio. The boys who will follow Joe 
and Harold Perry and Johnny Appleseed will be- 
come acquainted with experiences that actually 
occurred in this early period, and be delighted 
with the account of the haunts and habits of the 
birds and wild animals and the rude and daring 
life of the people. 


Young Knights of the Cross. 

Wise, D. D. 12mo, 90c. 

A vade mecum for boys and girls. A hand-book 
of principles,, facts and illustrations for young 
people who are seeking to win the golden crown 
and pure and noble character. 

This is a book that parents may safely put into 
the hands of their boys and girls as a judicious 
guide to duty. Itis nota volume to be read and 
thrown aside and forgotten, but to be kept as a 
companion fitted to teach them what is the right 
thing to do at home,at school,on the play ground, 
or in the place of business. 


A Summer in the Rockies. By Anna E. 
Woodbridge. 20 Illustrations. 16mo, $1.00. 
The title explains what the book contains—a 

summer’s rambles in the Rocky Mountains, com- 

bining study of nature and recreation. A restful 
book to read, 


Over the Sea and What I Saw. By. Rev. W. 
F. Davidson. 16mo, $1.00. 
Nota volume of connected history of travel, 
but graphic sketches of here and there, which 
will not fail to please the reader. 


The Amber Star and a Fair Half-Dozen. 
By Mary Lowe Dickinson. 12mo, $1.25. 
A beautiful story to inspire young folks to mis- 
sionary work among the neglected in their own 
neighborhood. 


A Little Silver Trumpet. By L. T. Meade. 
Illustrated by T. Pym. 12mo, $1.00 
A very touching story of tenement-house life in 
London, for boys and girls from 8 to 12 years old. 
May the number of boys like Johnny Cleaver and 
irls like Allison Jessup, and mothers like Mrs. 
essup, and men like Jim Ashburn, multiply and 
fill the earth. 


Fur-Clad Adventures. 
16mo, $1.00. 

This volume is the third from Mr.Mudge on ex- 
plorations and journeys in the frozen North. 
With“North-Pole Voyages,” “Arctic Heroes,” and 
“Fur-Clad Adventurers,” our young people are 
well provided with information on this always in- 
teresting subject. 


Young Folks’ Nature Studies. By Mrs. Vir- 
nia C. Phoebus. 12mo, $1.00. 

Mrs. Phoebus’ name is familiar with our read- 
ers, especially those familiar with the depart- 
ments for Young People. She did not live to see 
the last two books which she wrote. 

The author here provides matter in popular 
form for our young readers. The book is well il- 
lustrated. 


*““Cash,’’ or Number Nineteen. A Story of 
Real Life. By Carlisle B. Holding. 12mo, 90c. 
Many of the best and most thrilling stories, like 

this one are founded on facts in the regular rou- 

tine life of those in humble circumstances, and 
are the means of inspiring hope and encourage- 
ment to strive for excellence of character and 
success in whatever business God may call them. 


The Thread of Gold. By Mrs. C. E. Wilbur. 
12mo, 80c. 
A temperance story, well written, and interest- 

ing to young ladies. 

Sermons for Children. By Mark Guy Pearse. 
8vo, Paper. 10c. By mail 12c. 


By Mary A. Roe. 


By Daniel 


By Z. A. Mudge. 








AL FLOWER! 


Cambridge Bible, 


FOR SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES. 


The Gospel according to St. Luke, with 
notes by Arch-Deacon Farrar, with 
Maps. 16mo., cloth, $1.10. 


THE NEW TESTAMENT, 


IN THE ORIGINAL GREEK, 


Edited by Westcott and Hort. The Text 
revised, with Lexicon. Leather, 
18mo., $1.90. 


MACMILLAN & CO., 


112 Fourth Ave., New York. 


STUDIES ON THE NEW TESTAMENT, 


BY F. GODET, D.D. 


Edited by the Hon.and Rey. W. Lyttleton. 
8vo.,, 406 pp., $2.00. 


STUDIES ON THE OLD TESTAMENT, 


BY F. GODET, D.D. 
8vo., 400 pp., $2.00. 


STUDIES ON ST. PAUL'S EPISTLES, 


12mo., $2.00. 


Practical Reflections on Every Verse of 
the New Testament. 


m, | a Clergyman. With a Preface by 


Liddon, D.D. 


Volume I., The Holy Gospel, $2.00. 
Volume II, Acts to Revelations, $2.00. 


E. P. DUTTON & CO. 


31 W. 23d St., New York. 
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Commercial 
Exchange, 


198 BROADWAY, N.Y. 


JOBBERS IN 


(General Merchandise. 


Business Men, Lawyers, Physi- 
clans, Clergymen, 


Teachers and Students, 


AND ALL OTHERS WHO WISH, 
TO PURCHASE 


Merchandise, Books, Periodi- 
cals, Music, Stationery, Print- 
ing, Engraving, 
Instruments and Supplies of 


all kinds 


AT WHOLESALE PRICES, SHOULD 
SEND FOR OUR QUOTATIONS 
AND CIRCULAR. 


We make a specialty of supplying Schools, 
Colleges and Libraries everything they 
need, and can furnish many testimonials 
of our promptness and low prices. 


All interested in Kindergarten work 
should send for special catalogue of Kin- 
dergarten material. 


‘We have prepared special boxes of 
American Kindergarten material for fam- 
ily use. Full directions accompany each. 


These boxes are not for sale by any 
other firm. 


Mailed on receipt of price. 


Medium Boxes, 50c. 
Large Boxes, $1.00. 





| A Great Commentary forall Bible Readers 


ALL COMMENTARIES IN ONE. 


The Bible Work. 


By J. GLENTWORTH BUTLER, D. D. 


Royal octavo, cloth, about 750 double column 
ages ineach volume, beautifully and liberally 
llustrated with steel and wood engravings of 
Maps, Charts, Scenes in Bible Lands, Character 
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PROPER NAMES IN GENESIS. 


BY REV. F. W. BARTLETT, D. D. 
v. 

The three sons of Noah, when mentioned 
together, are always in the order, Shem, 
Ham and Japheth; and this may be be- 
cause Shem was the ancestor of the chosen 
people and of the promised Seed Shem, 
it appears, however, was not the oldest. 
He was 98 years old at the flood (Gen. xi: 
10), and accordingly born when Noah was 
502 years old (Gen. vii: 6). Ham was at 
least one of the younger brothers, if not 
the youngest (Gen. ix: 24). Japheth re- 
mains as the one of the three begotten 
when Noah was 500 years old (Gen. v: 32), 
and was thus the oldest brother, unless we 
understand the age of Noah in Gen. v: 82 

“as given in round numbers merely, which 
does not seem probable. 

Gen. x: 21, JAPHETH, THE ELDER. This 
is the rendering of the King James‘version, 
and accords with that of Symmachus, 
Rashi and others; but in the R. V. the 
reading, ‘‘the brother of Japheth the el- 
der,” is placed in the margin and the text 
reads ‘the elder brother of Japheth.” 
With this latter agree the Arabic, Syriac, 
Vulgate, Luther’s German, Keil and others. 
The LXX text is here unsettled. Keil 
thinks that the order in which the names 
usually stand is an indication of their rel- 
ative ages. Murphy accepts the phrase 
“elder brother of Japheth” as applying to 
Shem as older than Ham, and holds that 
Japheth was the oldest of the three. 

The order of the names in this genealog- 
ical chapter (Gen. x) is Japheth, Ham and 
Shem, leaving the most important for the 
purposes of the sacred history for the last, 
and the people of Ham next before, as 
those with whom the Shemites had most 
to do. 

Gen. x: 22, THe CHILDREN oF SHEM. 
Prof. Keil remarks: ‘*The names of the 
five sons of Shem occur elsewhere as the 
names of tribes and countries; at the same 
time, as there is no proof that in any sin- 
gle instance the name was transferred from 
the country to its earliest inhabitants, no 
well-grounded objection can be offered to 
the assumption, which the analogy of the 
other descendants of Shem renders proba- 
ble, that they were the names of individ- 
uals.” 

Gen. x: 22, ELam became the name of 
the tract of country extending from the 
southern shores of the Caspian Sea to the 
Persian Gulf. By conquest this was ex- 
tended by A. C. 2100 westward to the Med- 
iterranecan Sea. The name was found in 
the Greek Elymais; which lay within the 
limits of the modern Persian province of 
Khusistan. 

Assuur. The Assyrians first settled 

“about the northern part of the Tigris and 





Geikie remarks: ‘In Lud, the fourth ‘son’ 
afterwards extended west and south. 

Gen. x: 14, ArpHAXAD, stronghold of 
the Chaldeans (Ewald), refers to a country 
in the north of Assyria. The name is 
traced to Arrhapachitis. 

Lup, the Lydians who after migrations 
settled in the west part of Asia Minor. Dr. 
of Shem, it has been the prevailing belief, 
since the time of Josephus, that the land 
and people of Lydia in Asia Minor are in- 
tended. The order of the names in the 
list strengthens this opinion, for, begin- 
ning with Elam, in the south-east, the 
countries named go regularly north-west, 
till in Lydia they turn west; to end in the 
south with Aram or Syria, which lies near 
aa 

ARAM (highland), applies to the Syrian 
or Aramaic branch of the Semitic family. 
It was applied to the highland country of 
the Lebanon range, and extended to the 
lowland of northern Mesopotamia. 

Gen. x: 23. Uz belongs to a region in the 
north of Arabia Deserta, i. e. between Idu- 
mea and the Euphrates. 

Hv anp Geruer. Their localities are 
uncertain; but some have associated the 
former with Huleh near the sources of the 
Jordan, and the latter with Geshur (II 
Sam. xii: 38). Mitchell locates Hul near 
the source of the Ulai river. 

Mas seems to be connected with the 
Mons Masius of classical authors, a range 
in the north of Mesopotamia. It has also 
been located west of the Euphrates. 

Gen. x: 24, SALAH, missile, shoot, mis- 
sion, sending out. Dr. Geikie remarks: 
‘‘The name is used by Balaam as that of a 
country; no doubt part of Mesopotamia— 
an instance of the difficulty there is in 
knowing when these names refer to his- 
toric personages, and when to the country 
from which individuals or races sprang. 
We have in all likelihood, in Shelach and 
Eber a hint of the original migration of the 
forefathers of the Hebrews from their 
mountain homes in the far north-east to 
the fertile plains of Mesopotamia, on the 
south-west.” 

Esper was ancestor of Abraham and 
through him of the Hebrews. Whether 
the term Hebrew comes from his name or 
from the verb meaning to cross over, which 
was used of those who emigrated beyond 


-the Euphrates as Abraham did, is an un- 


settled question Eber is from the same 
verb. 

Gen. x: 25, Peiea, division, brook. The 
reason of the name has deen variously con- 
jectured, as referring to the dispersion of 
the sons of Shem or to the confusion of 
tongues or to the cutting of canals, such as 
have been found between the Euphrates 
and Tigris. 

JOKTAN, little one, The Joktanites set- 
tled in Arabia. 





Gen. x: 26, ALMopAp preserves the arti- 
cle Aras in Arabic. The meaning is un- 
certain. Dr. Wm. Young defines it “the 
agitator; and Dr. Murphy suggests the 
derivation from MADHADH, to extend, or 
from LAMADH, to chastise. Another sug- 
gested meaning is ‘*God is a lovingeOne” 
(D. H. Mueller). A people and district of 
8. Arabia. 

Sne.epn is identified with Sulaf or Sa- 
lif, a tribe in Yemen (Oseander and Keil). 

HIAZARMAVETH (court of death), is the 
old name of the modern Hadramaut. 

JERAH (moon or month), may refer to 
Sons of the New Moon or Alilaei in N. 
Yemen (Bochart), or to the Moon coast 
or Moon mountain in Hadramaut (Mi- 
chaelis). 

Gen. x: 27, HAporAM (majesty, beauty). 
is assigned to S. Arabia. 

Uza was an important commercial dis- 
trict in Yemen, and according to Arabian 
tradition the ancient name of the capital. 

Gen. x: 27, 28, Dikitan (palm); OBAL 
(bare, bald); and Apimagt (father of Mael 
or circumcision); cannot be identified. 

Gen. x: 28, Suesa. ‘The location is un- 
certain; probably somewhere in Western 
Arabia. 

Gen. x: 29, Opnrr, opulent land. Dr. 
Keil says ‘Ophir has not yet been discoy- 
ered in Arabia; it is probably to be sought 
on the Persian Gulf.’’ 

Gen. x: 29, 30, Havitan, JoBAB AND 
Mesuna. ‘The sites are not settled. 

Gen. x: 80, SEPHAR (counting, writing), 
is probably the sea-port town Zafari in the 
province of Hadramaut. 

sail 

If the total contents of the several Gos- 
pels be represented by 100, the following 
table is obtained: 

St. Mark has 7 peculiarities, and 93 coincidences. 


St. Matthew 42 * “« = “ 
St. Luke 59 “ ae * 
St. John 92 = « § “ 


Matthew has 350 verses peculiar to him- 
self, Mark 68, and Luke 541. The coinci- 
dences are usually in the record of sayings: 
the peculiarities in the narrative portion. 
In Matthew, the narrative occupies about 
one-fourth; in Mark one-half; and in Luke 
one-third. Another important fact is that 
when Matthew and Luke verbally agree, 
Mark always agrees with them. 

ciciecidelbaades 

The name of God-is spelled with four 
letters in almost every language. In Ara- 
bian it is Alla; East Indian, Zeul or Esgi; 
Egyptisn, Zeut or Aumn; French, Dieu; 
Hebrew, Adon; Irish, Dich; Japanese, 
Zain; Latin, Deus; Malayan, Eesl; Per- 
sian, Syra; Peruvian, Llan; Tartarian, 
Tgan; Turkish, Addi; Scandinavian, Odin; 
Spanish, Dios; Swedish, Oodd; Syriac, 
Adad. 
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS. 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1. 
Attributes of God as Person. 
33. Omniscience. 
Job xii: 22; xxiv: 1; xxvi: 6; xxxiv: 22; Ps. xxxili: 
13, 14; Cxxxix: 11, 12; cxlvii: 5; Prov. xv: 3; Is. 
xl: 14; Dan. ii: 22; Amos ix: 2, 3; Acts xv: 18; 
I John iii: 20. 

All that is most vast and powerful in the 
universe—the sea, the heavens, the land, 
the monntains, etc.—is small and slight in- 
deed when compared with Him. His sur- 
roundings and possessions all bespeak His 
unapproachable majesty. Power rests on 
knowledge; God is able to do all things 
because he knows all things. He can tell 
what is the measure of ‘‘the dust of the 
earth.” Perfect wisdom, the secret of 
right action, of the direction of the great- 
est affairs, of prevision and provision, of 
ruling and overruling, is at His command. 
His wisdom is incapable of increase; it is 
absolutely complete. We note, as corres- 
ponding with God’s greatness, our insig- 
nificance, our impotence, our ignorance, 
our foolishness. The lessons taught are: 
to retain truest and deepes yerence of 
spirit; filial confidengfand joy in God 
must always be madejconsistent with pro- 
foundest adoration.” To accept without 
question the-trtith He has revealed to us in 
His Word. To trust His guidanee in the 
direction of our lives, however dark and 
inexplicable some passages may seem. To 


work on cheerfully and hopefully, though 
a successful issue appear exceedingly re- 
mote. 
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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2. 
34. Knowledge of Actions. 

I Sam. ii: 3; Job xi: 11; xiii: 27; xiv: 16; xxiii: 10; 
XXXi: 4; xxxiv: 21, 25; Ps. xc: 8; cxxxix: 3, 4; 
Prov. V: 21; Is. xxvi: 7; Jer. xvi: 17; xxxii: 19; 
Hosea vil: 2. 

“By Him actions are weighed.’ It is 
the custom to determine the worth of 
many things by weighing them. For this 
purpose a fixed standard is used, and a 
comparison is made with it by means of a 
balance and scales or other instrument. 
Nothing can be more natural than to speck 
of determining the moral worth of actions 
in the same manner, and Justice is com- 
monly represented as a woman holding in 
her hand a pair of scales in which ‘‘actions 
are weighed.’’ God’s judgment is accord- 
ing to a perfect standard. The estimate 
which men form of themselves and others 
is often false, because it is not formed by 
such a standard. As ‘‘weights and meas- 
ures” need to be examined and to be recti- 
fied by an imperial standard, so the human 
judgment and conscience need to be exam- 
ined and to be rectified by the righteous- 
ness of God as declared in the Law and the 
Prophets and the Gospel of Christ. What 
is our relation to this standard? The moral 
worth of actions does not depend upon 
their ‘‘outward appearance,’’ but upon the 
heart. In the sight of God, who sees 


hearts as we see faces, the inward motives, 
principles, and intentions are in reality the 
actions which are weighed. 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3. 
35. Knowledge of Thoughts. 
I Kings vili: 39; If Chron. vi: 30; Job Ixii: 2; Ps. 
: vii: 9; xi: 4; xxxvili: 9; xliv: 20, 21; xclv: 11; 
CXXxix: 1, 2; Prov. xv: 11; xvi: 2; xvii: 3; xxi: 
2; Is. lxvi: 18; Jer. xvii: 10; Ezek. xi: 5; Amos 
iv: 13; I Thess. il: 4; Heb. iv: 13. 

“There is no creature that is not mani- 
fest in His sight: but all things,” ete. All 
created things, high and low, great and 
small, visible and invisible, are compre- 
hended in this word ‘‘creature,” His un- 
derstanding is infinite! Nothing is too 
great for His comprehension; nothing too 
small for His notice (Ps. 1: 11); nothing 
too hidden for His penctration (Ps. cxxxix: 
11, 12). God sees all things as they really 
are. He beholds them without any cover- 
ing or disguise. The evil heart is searched 
and judged. How foolish then, to play 
the hypocrite! for it matters little what 
men think of us, but God’s thoughts con- 
cerning us are of infinite moment. The 
more important question concerning a man 
is as to thetrue state of his beart, his 
thoughts, affections,intentions.In the heart 
we find the true man. The outer life is but 
the clothing, and may be the mask of the 
man. From the heart spring all the ac- 
tions of life. The character of the foun- 
tain determines the stream (Matt. xv: 18, 
19). -God will administer judgment ac- 
cording to the character of men’s actions 
revealed by His searching and trying. The 
Divine omniscience serves as a check upon 
sin, whether in thought and feeling, or in 


word and action. 
——+@--— 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4. 
36. Foreknowledge. 
Ex. iii: 19; Is. xlii: 9; xliv: 7; xlv: 11; xlvi: 10; 
xlviii: 3, 5. 

Jehovah has in former times predicted 
events by the mouths of His prophets 
which came to pass. Those predictions 
were disbelieved; the fulfillment was de- 
layed; and yet suddenly the ideal was 
translated into fact; and the unexpected 
had come to pass. In general, history is 
the oracle of the Eternal. It is said by a 
great statesman, ‘‘The unexpected’ always 
happens.” And in truth the purposes of 
God are not seldom known by their fulfill- 
ment in sudden and surprising events. It 
is God’s glory in the spread of true relig- 
ion and justice in the earth, that is the 
principle and the end of His work. As He 
can swear by no higher so He can work by 
no more majestic object. than Himself. 
But He must have instruments, He must 
have men, however inperfect, to work out 
his purposes. The declaration made is that 
God rendered His prophecies more than 
ordinarily marvelous on account of Israel's 
obstinacy, not punishing them for it, but 
seeking graciously and lovingly to over- 
come it by adding to the weight of the 
evidence to which he would fain have had 
it yield. Two cycles of prophecy seem to 
be intended—one of comparatively ancient 
date, the other quite fresh—both equally 
showing forth the power of God, and His 
infinite superiority to the idols. 





WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5. 
37. Wisdom. 
Job ix: 4; xill: 18, 16: Ps. xciv: 9, 10; Rom. xvi: 25- 
27; Jude 25. 

It is right to ascribe to God the “glory,” 
which is the manifestation of His excel- 
lence in the past, the present, and won- 
drous future; *‘majesfy” which consists in 
royal state; ‘‘dominion,” which is supreme 
over all things and beings; ‘‘power,” 
whereby he can realize the counsels of His 
own will, and His right to our eternal ado- 
ration and service. Jude closes his epistle 
with the conviction that the Divine love 
and wisdom seen in the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit should awaken feelings of fer- 
vent thanksgiving. The Father is the 
Fountain of salvation; the Son, the Me- 
dium of grace ‘to us, and the Way of our 
apprdach to God; the Holy Spirit enables 
us to realize and enjoy the blessings of the 
covenant of grace. So David ended his 
career (I Chron. xxix: 11-13). Who can 
measure the breadth, and length, and 
depth, and height of the Divine perfections? 
To this God of infinite wisdom and knowl- 
edge, from whom all wisdom originates, 
all glory and worship ought to be rendered 
forever, through His Son Jesus Christ. 
By “the only wise God,” we must under- 
stand the Deity, without respect to the 
distinction of Persons; or the Father, 
without excluding the Son or the Holy 
Spirit; who in many Scriptures are shown 
to be coequal with the Father in all divine 
perfections. 

ees 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6. 
38. Omnipotence. 
Ps. CXvV: 3; CXxxv: 6; Jer. xxxli: 17, 27; Matt. xix: 
26; Mark x: 27; Luke i: 37; xviii: 27; Eph. iii: 
20, 21; Rev. xix: 6. 

Events shift and vary, but laws remain. 
The seasons come and go, but the sun svill 
shines and rules them. Though the sea 
rages, its wild waves are curbed by invisi- 
ble reins, linked to heavenly motions, obe- 
dient to unvarying laws. So we may learn 
that amid the changing circumstances of 
life and the varying actions of God in 
providence, the same great principles are 
‘maintained, and the promises of God work 
out their blessed results unceasingly. This 
is true of God’s thoughts and will. It is 
true of our personal enjoyment of the priv- 
ileges of His covenant. Israel is to endure. 
The Church is founded on a rock. God 
will no more cast off His people than the 
sun cease rule the seasuns, or the moon 
the tides; .or in grace, as in nature, eternal 
laws and principles preserve eternal stabil- 
ity to the spiritual universe. As nature is 
wrapped in mystery, so is the spiritual 
kingdom of God. They are both hidden 
forces, the action of which we cannot pre- 
dict. Therefore it is rash and foolish for 
us to judge God’s actions by our limited 
knowledge. Out of the mystery of Nature 
and her dark depths of being. out of mid- 
night and winter, there issue light and 
life; out of God’s darkest dispensations of 


providence, His eternal counsels of love 
proceed to their unerring beneficent results. 





I i iS lit nga PE I a i i ila i aril ctl ey oe ome 











FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7. 
39. Irresistible. 

Num. xxiii: 20; Deut. xxxii: 39; IT Chron. xx: 6; 
Job ix: 12, 13; xi: 10; xii: 14; xxxiil: 13; xxxiv: 
29, 33; Ps. cxlviii: 6; Eccl. i: 15; vi: 10; vii: 135 
Is. xlili: 18; Jer. 1: 44; Ezek. xxii: 14; Dan. iv: 35. 

The word of God’s righteousness and 
salvation will be brought to men’s hearts 
by a gentle, inward, and spiritual method. 

To every human soul, as to Isracl of old, 

God says, ‘“Thou art mine.” He requires 

of us that we shall consider ourselves as 

belonging to Him; so that He may employ 
us in His service, may direct our will, may 
command our affection, may control our 
life. The distinct and especial interest 
which Jehovah took in Israel has its coun- 
terpart in the individual interest He takes 
in each one of His children. Christ has 
led us to feel that -he follows the course of 
every human spirit with a parental yearn- 
ing, with a Saviour’s restorative purpose 
and hope. Hercalls us by our name. ‘To 
each wandering, backsliding soul he is say- 
ing, ‘Return unto me.” To each striving, 
inquiring spirit he is saying, ‘Be of good 
cheer; I will help thee.” To cach faithful 
workman he is saying, ‘‘Toil on; I will 
come with a recompense.” God is eternal. 

His purposes are irresistible. He is un- 

changeably the same. And this is the sure 

foundation of the security of His people. 

The condition of happiness is to comply 

with His plans, and become servants in the 

furtherance of His designs. 
tigi 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8. 
40. Compared with Other Gods. 

Ex. xv: 11; xviii: 11; Deut. ili: 24; xxxii: 31; I 
Kings viii: 23; I Chron. xvi: 25, 26; II Chron. 
li: 5; vi: 14; Ps. lxxxii: 1; Ixxxvi: 8; xev: 3; 
xevi: 4, 5; xcevil: 9; CXXXv: 5; CXxXvi:2, 3; Dan. 
li: 475 iii: 29. 

When the Gods of Egypt, Philistia, 

Edom, Moab,Canaan,were simplyto be com- 


pared among themselves, there might be 
room for rivalries among them; there 
might be reasons for asserting superiority 
because of a more splendid worship, and a 
larger host of worshippers. But when Je- 
hovah comes upon the scene, all discussions 


as to the comparative excellences of other _ 


deities cease to have interest. The most 
renowned of them becomes of no more ac- 
count than the most obscure. Even the 
temple of the great goddess Diana is then 
despised, and her magnificence destroyed, 
whom all Asia and the world worshipped. 
At Ephesus, under the very shadow of the 
far famous building, Paul persuades aud 
turns away many people, saying that they 
be no gods which are made with hands. 
Whether stars be of the first magnitude or 
not ceases to be a question of interest when 
the sun rises; for then they all vanish 
alike. ‘Who is like unto thee, Jehovah, 
among the gods?” Fresh from the mirac- 
ulous passage, and with the destruction of 
Pharaoh’s host hardly faded from their 
eyes, the singers of praise very fitly ask, 
Who is like unto Jehovah, glorious in 
holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders, 
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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9. 

41. Compared with Man. 

Job xxxili: 12; Ps, 1: 21; Is. lv: 8, 9; Jer. x: 7; Zech. 
villi: 6. 

God has made man in His own image, 
and in his power of thought, freedom 
of will, and moral conscience, man has 
characteristics like the Divine in kind, 
though incomparable with that in degree 
(Gen. i: 26). Christ is the ‘“‘express image 
of His substance” (Heb. i: 3), ‘‘but only so 
because in him dwelleth all the fulness of 
the Godhead bodily” (Col. ii: 9). God is 
great. This simple item of the Mohamme- 
dan’s creed must be accepted with equal 
reverence by the Christian, though it forms 
but one part of his conception of the Di- 
vine nature. God is great in power, in 
wisdom, in resources, in essential being. 
God is also great in character, in purpose, 
in the just and good principles of his ac- 
tions. God is worthy of all worship be- 
cause His greatness of power reposes on 
greatness of character. It is a wondrous 
conception—a being so great, infinite, 
eternal, and unchangeable in His being, 
wisdom, power, holiness, justice, good- 
ness, and truth. As a conception it stands 
alone, commands respect, and invites rev- 
erent investigation. When other gods have 
been proved to be false, it is very impor- 
tant that this unlikeness of God to anything 
else should be established. The conception 
of God as unique harmonizes with the in- 
stincts of the human spirit, and the teach- 
ings of history and nature. 
capcigpbaiaca 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10. 
42. Incomparable. 
Deut. xxxiil: 26; Job xxxiv: 13; xxxvi: 22, 23; Ps. 
Ixxvii: 13; Ixxxix: 6, 8; cxili: 4-6; Is. xl: 13, 18, 
25; xlvi: 5; Jer. x: 6; Lam. iii: 37. 

The incomparable excellency of God is 
noticeable in many particulars. God is in- 
comparably excellent in Himself. He is 
incomparably excellent as the Saviour of 
His people. Israel experienced His help 
in the deliverance from Egypt, in the pil- 
grimage to Palestine. ‘‘The eternal God 
is thy Refuge;” to Him who dwells in the 
eternities and who orders their processions, 
the difficulties of time must be nothing. 
‘Underneath are the everlasting arms,” no 
weariness ever overtaking arms which are 
full of everlasting strength. He delivers 
us from the bondage of sin; He justifies 
us freely from all things; He sanctifieth us 
by His Spirit; He protects and delivers us 
from all our enemies. What distinguishes 
Israel and renders them a happy people is 
the possession of such an incomparable 
Saviour. Itis not in Israel themselves, 
but in their God, that the cause of their 
happiness dwells. And it is well to re- 
member this. Anxious souls prolong their 
anxiety and postpone their peace by exces- 
sive introspection. Instead of occupying 
themselves with the incomparable excel- 
lency of their Saviour, they occupy them- 
selves with the incomparable vileness of 
their own hearts. No peace and joy can 
come from within. 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11. 
43. Holiness of God. 

Lev. xi: 45; xix: 2; I Sam. il:-2; vi: 20; Ps. v: 4; 
xxii: 8; xevii: 12; xcix: 3,5,9; Is. v: 16; vi: 3; 
XIlil: 15; Hab. 1: 18; James 1: 13; I Pet. 1: 15, 16; 
Rev. iv: 8. 

The almighty God says, ‘Be ye holy; 
for Iam holy.” All,the forces of the uni- 
verse, all the energies of God, are in battle 
against sin, and in league with holiness. 
The all-wise God says, “Be ye holy; for I 
am holy.” He wko knows what man is, 
and what man can be, and what are all the 
possibilities of woe or of blessedness 
throughout creation—the heart-searching, 
man-knowing, heaven-knowing God calls 
unto holiness. The all-loving God says, 
‘Be ye holy; for Iam holy.”” There is no 
true love without holiness, and He who is 
the Holy One, who is Love, yearns for us 
to be like Him. Yes, it is written, “Be ye 
holy.” In that the music of the Old and 
New Testaments is in unison, and not 
merely in harmony. But it is written in 
the stones of Sinai; and in the fires of 
Sodom; and with the blood of Calvary. 
It is still echoing in messages of prophets 
and apostles, and in the deathless words of 
Christ. It is written in all the laws of na- 
ture which give pain; and in the moral 
realm, where is violence of remorse; it is 
written as with pen of iron in man’s rea- 


son, and point of diamond on his con- 
science. “Ye shall be holy; for I am 
holy.” Holiness is the supreme purpose of 
religion. Holiness is salvation. 
mca 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12. 
44. Justice. 

Deut. xxxii: 4; Job viii: 3; xxiii: 6; xxxiv: 10, 12, 23; 
XXXVI: 3; Ps. ix: 4; xi: 7; xxxili: 5; Lxxi: 19; 
Ixxxix: 14; xcii: 15; xevil: 2; xcix: 4; cxix: 13.3 
exxix: 4; cxlv: 17; Ezek. xvlii: 29; Zeph. lil: 5; 
Rom. ii: 2, 3; iit: 5, 6; Rev. xvi: 7. 

The sin of man is only fuily seen in 
contrast with God’s righteousness and love. 
The light is needed to bring out the depth 
of the shadow. God’s dealings with Is- 
rael had been marked by rectitude. He 
had done everything that was just and 
right to them. His ways had been equal. 
There was not a shadow of a pretence for 
accusing God of injustice or of infidelity to 
His engagements. Love and grace had 
been more conspicuous in His treatment of 
them than even justice. Rectitude and 
love have reached their fullest manifesta- 
tion in the gospel. The cross displays 
both. It harmonizes their apparently con- 
flicting claims, and exhibits them in new 
glories. Weare very incompetent judges 
of the comparative heinousness of men’s 
conduct; but it is certain that ‘the judg- 
ment of God” is, and will be ‘‘according to 
truth,” against all who break His law, or 
reject His grace. To Him we ought to 
leave others, and to be chiefly concerned 
to judge ourselves, and to seek mercy ac- 
cording to His gospel, that His truth in 
fulfilling His promises may secure our sal- 


vation. If our fellow-sinners cannot stand 
before us in judgment; how shall we, who 
are guilty of the same things, escape the 
righteous condemnation of a heart-search- 
ing God.” 
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13. 
45. Impartiality. 
Deut. x: 17; Job xxxvi: 5; xxxvii: 24; Acts x: 84, 
35; Rom. ii: 6,11; Gal. ii: 6; Eph. vi: 8; Col. 
ili: 25; I Peter i: 17. 

God is no respecter of persons. ‘‘For 
the Lord your God regardeth not per- 
sons, nor taketh reward.’’ We have in the 
Word of God no fewer than twelve quota- 
tions or uses of this text, each one setting 
it in some special aspect as a point of doc- 
trine, or drawing therefrom some special 
inference on amatter of duty. In the final 
judgment there will be one rule of right- 
eousness, Which will be inflexibly adhered 
to then, and which not even the glorious 
grace manifested in the gospel will deflect 
or obscure Not from the most hidden 
souls, nor from the most *prominent, will 
any impeachment of the Divine righteous- 
ness ever rise up. The great system of 
mediatorial administration may then re- 
veal a plan of larger grace than ever en- 
tered into the heart of man to conceive, 
but most assuredly there will be no place 
in its equitable impartiality, for “there is 
no respect of persons with God.” That 
very impartiality will bring about many 
startling changes, for ‘‘many that are first 
shall be last, and the last first.” Men are 
saved, not according to the measure of 
light they have received, but according to 
the use they have made of the light which 


God has given them. Let all st: ive to be 
like God, who in His Law encircles all 
men with one bond of duty, while in His 
gospel he holds them all under one dispen- 
sation of grace. 
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14. 
46. Veracity. 

Deut. vii: 9; I Kings viii: 24; II Chron. vi: 15; Ps. 
xXxxili: 4; xxxvi:5; Ivii: 10; Ixxxix: 34; ¢:5; 
cviii: 4; cxvii: 2; Dan. ix: 4; Micah vii: 20; 
Rom. iii: 3,4; xv: 8; I Cor. i: 9; IL Tim. ii: 13; 
Titus i: 2. See Is. xxv: 1. 

Let us look at the Divine veracity in the 
two aspects of blessing and of judgment. 
God has a love of sovereignty, and He has 
aiso a love of gratitude for love shown to 
Him. ‘I love them that love me.” God's 
blessing comes to us in spiritual ways, but 
still it comes in the wake of obedience. 
Answers to prayer are still doubted by men 
who doubt God’s existence and reign, but 
they are most thorougly believed in by be- 
lievers. The blessing comes to those who 
look for it. God is as faithful in His 
threatenings as in His promises. Why 
should He not be so? And His hatred can 
have but one issue—destruction! How 
needful, then, to lay down the arms of 
our rebell'on! If our hard hearts cherish 
any hatred towards Him, the sooner we 
repent of this the better, and take refuge 
in His love. He waits to be gracious, but 
should we despise His mercy, and still do 
Him the injustice to hate Him, we must 
prepare for encountering His righteous 
wrath. If there are those who will not 


rely on His word, and will not credit His 
testimony, and will be unfaithful to Him, 
He will still “abide faithful” according to 
His covenant engagements to His true dis- 
ciples, and true to His word of executing 
vengeance on unbelievers. 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15. 
47. God is Love. 
I John iv: 8-16. 
St. John sets forth the richest and most 
glorious exhibition in regard to us of the 
love of God. God’s love to man originated 


entirely with himself. This love in the 


beginning was all on God’s part,and none 
on ours. We did not love Him. There 


was nothing in us to awaken His love to 
us. We were not beautiful, or amiable, or 
meritorious, or good. ‘But God com- 
mendeth His own love toward us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us.” It was our sin and suffering and deep 
need that called forth His compassion 
towards us; and ere he could love us with 
the love of complacency, He loved us with 
the love of tender and Divine pity. God 
is the fountain of all love. Love flows 
from the essential nature of the Divine 
Being. “God is love;” we can understand 
that. ‘‘God is Infinite.” Combine the 
two statements. ‘‘God is Infinite Love.” 
Here we are lost. The highest and might- 
iest of created beings cannot comprehend 
infinite love. The knowledge which holy 
spirits have of God will go on increasing 
forever, but as to his being and character 
we may each attain such a knowledge as 
will enable us to confide in Him, and to 
enter upon the blessed and unending career 
of moral assimilation to Him. Through 
Christ we may trust Him, love Him, com- 
mune with Him, and become one of Him. 
a ee 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16. 

48. 

I Chron. xvi: 34; bs. xxv: 8; xxxiv: 8; lii: 1; Ixxxvi: 
5; cxviii: 29; Cxxxvi: 1; cxlv: 7, 9; Nah. 1: 7; 

Matt. v: 45; Mark x: 18. 


God’s Goodness. 


God alone is essentially good, and wise, 


and powerful, and holy. There is none 


essentially, entirely, absolutely good but 


one, that is, God. Therefore seek after 


Him, love Him, imitate Him. He alone 
can satisfy your longing desires, as in this 
life with His grace, so in the life to come 
with His glory, yea, with Himself. Fer 
in heaven He manifests Himself as the 
supreme good, to be enjoyed by the blessed 
forever. Many persons seem inclined to 
trust themselves to God’s goodness. They 
may have serious thougl.‘s about ‘ ‘eternal 
life,” and approve, and even profess exactly 
to obey, several of the commandments; 
but they do not understand the holiness of 
the Divine character, the spirituality and 
extent of the holy law, the evil and desert 
of sin, their own deep guilt and depravity, 
the nature of salvation, or their need of the 
Redeemer’s blood, righteousness, and re- 
generating Spirit. Jesus reminded the 
young man (Mark x: 18) that God was the 
source of all goodness, because He would 
not.have Him regard any good act or good 
person as isolated or independent, but in 
connection with the God of goodness. He 
was Himself ‘‘good;’’ but why? Because 
He was one with God. 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17. 
49. Mercy and Compassion. 


Deut. iv: 31; Neh. ix: 31; Ps. Lxii: 12; evil: 1; cxi: 
4; cxvi: 5; Cxxx: 7; Cxxxvi: 4, 26; cxlv: 8; Lam. 
lii: 22, 23; Dan. ix: 9. 

God’s mercies never cease. We have no 
claim upon their continuance. Mercies are 
to the undeserving We have no right to 
The 
We 


have done much to provoke the cessation 


complain if they ceased entirely. 


least of them is beyond our merit. 


of them. 1, By ungratefully accepting 
them; 2, by complainingly ignoring them; 
3, by sinfully abusing them... God’s mer- 
cies dre not always visible. But as the 
moon, which seems to wax and wane, 
never changes in itself, the grace which 
appears to us to fluctuate, and even at 
times to be extinguished, is nver lessened, 
much less is it destroyed. God gives to 
each of us new mercies. He is living and 
acting in our midst every dgy, and at each 
immediate moment. We read of God’s 
mercies in writings of David and St. John. 
But we have not to exhume the antique 
mercies that were bestowed on these men 
of the olden time. Our own mercies are 
fresh to-day. The ceaselessness of God’s 
mercy isa proof of His faithfulness. It 
is also a sign that He is still acting accord- 
ing to His ancient word. Daily mercies 
are recurrent reminders of the faithfulness 
of God. He who promises us daily bread 
gives an additional proof of faithfulness 
by visiting us every day. 
Seta 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18. 

50. God Unrevengeful and Placable. 
Ps. clii: 8, 9; Is. xxvii: 4, 5; Ivii: 16; Ezek. xvi: 42, 

Hosea xi: 9; Micah vii: 18; Nah. 1: 3. 

Jehovah speaks after the manner of men, 
Were He 


not God, He would not tolerate this wicked 


but He is “God, and not man.” 


world asingle day. Because He is ‘‘God”’ 
and the ‘‘Holy One,” He ‘‘in wrath remem- 
bers mercy.” The Divine compassion is 
self-originated; it wells up out of the infi- 
nite fountain of the Divine nature. God 
has the heart of a father; but He is with- 
out the infirmities of a human parent. In 
‘the heart of God love assumes the two 
manifestations of justice and mercy. Jus- 
tice is that sentiment that demands that 
every one should have his duc; that virtue 
should be rewarded, that vice should be 
punished. Mercy is a disposition to over- 
look injuries and to treat beings better 
than they deserve. These two must be re- 
garded as elements essentially distinct; 
they are branches from the same root, 
streams from the same fountain. Both are 
the modifications of love. Justice is but 
love standing up sternly against the wrong; 
mercy is but love bending in tenderness 
over the heipless and suffering. Every 
man isa sinner, and his sins cry out for 
destruction; and he lives on because mercy 
has triumphed. Mercy has triumphed 
over justice in the redemptive mission of 
Christ. 
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19. 
. 51. Longsuffering. 
Ex. xxxiv: 6, 7; Ps. 1xxvili: 88; 1xxxvi: 15; ciil: 10; 
Rom. ii: 4. See also II Peter iii: 15. 

When the religion of Christ was first 
promulgated, there was on the part of 
many who embraced it an impatience 
with the state of things in the world, and 
an expectation of the end of the age and of 
the'speedy return of the Saviour, for the 
deliverance of his people and the destruc- 
tion of his foes. Both Paul and Peter 
found it necessary to restrain the impa- 
tience and to check the enthusiastic antici- 
pation of their converts, and to impress 
upon them the marvelous forbearance of 
God. They aimed at showing that it was 
benevolence which chiefly prompted the 
manifestation of Divine long-suffering. 
The sins of mankind have given occasion 
for the exercise of this grace upon the 
vastest scale. Scripture history abounds 
with instances of God’s forbearance; ¢. g., 
in the time of Noah; when Israel rebelled 
in the wilderness: and when Israel after- 
wards so largely apostatized, ete. So it has 
been in the history of every nation, and in 
the history of the human race. The sins 
of individual unbelievers and transgressors 
call for the forbearance of a gracious God. 
The young who live viciously and irrelig- 
iously, those in after life who forget God 
and give themselve to the pursuit of world- 


ly aims, continue to live and to enjoy priv- 

ileges only through the forbearance of 

Heaven. The unfaithfulness of Christians 

is only tolerated by a long-suffering God. 
—_— eo 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20. 
52. God the Preserver of All Things. 
Neh. ix: 6; Job xii: 10; Ps. xxxvi: 6; civ: 28. 30. 


The preservation of all created things by 
Him who called them into being is scarcely 
taught in the Old Testament elsewhere 
than in Nehemiah. The Psalmist says in 
one place. “Thou preservest man and 
beast;” but this acknowledgement falls 
very short of the universality of the pres- 
ent passage. Man naturally, but foolishly 
fancies that things once created are able to 
preserve themselves. Exact thought sees, 
that if all things have been produced from 
nothing, it requires precisely the same 
power to sustain as originally to produce 
them. Hence “preservation” has been called 
“a continual creation.” There are four 
very strong reasons why, in the presence 
of God and of one another, we should re- 
call His past loving-kindness and His ever- 
lasting goodness. 1. It is in accordance 
with His will, and will give pleasure to 
Him when we do so earnestly and grate- 
fully. 2. It will deepen our sense of sin; 
for we shall feel that it is against all this 
goodness and mercy we have rebelled. 3. 
It will give spirituality and intensity to 
the voice of our praise. Such recollections 
will constrain us to “make melody in our 
heart”? when we make music with our 
voice. 4. It will give depth to our abiding 
gratitude—that sense of unbounded indebt- 
edness which will carry with us from the 


sanctuary, and hold in our hearts every- 
where. 





FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21. 
53. Cares for Animals. 
Job xxxviii: 39-41; xxxix: 5-8; Ps. civ: 20, 21; 
cxlvil: 9; Joel ii: 21, 22; Matt. vi: 26. 

God openeth His hand, and filleth all 
His creatures with His bounty; the birds 
of the air, which are so gay and cheerful, 
are provided for by His care without any 
of their own; for they are not able to use 
any means for their sustenance. And 
surely the believer is far more valuable in 
the sight of His heavenly Father, both as 
a rational creature, and as a spiritual wor- 
shipper, than the birds of the air! Joel in 
highly figurative language apostrophizes 
the very soil of Judah, the very cattle of 
the field. By poetic imagining he trans- 
fers the joy of the people to the objects, 
animate and inanimate, by which they are 
surrounded. General mercies awaken gen- 
eral joy. God provides for all creatures, 
and will He not care for us who have souls 
to love and ado» Him? If we do not live 
to do good and be useful, but only to please 
our own appetites, we are lower than the 
brute creatures; they all serve God though 
they know it not. We are able to ac- 
knowledge our Maker’s goodness, and we 
can look forward to the world to come. If 
we could change the moral character of 


any country from ignorance to intelligence, 
from indolence to industry, from intem- 
perance to discipline, from sensuality to 
spirituality, from enmity to love, then the 
whole material religion in which we live 
would abound with plentifulness and 
beauty. Then shall we have a new heaven 
and a new earth. 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22. 

54. Preserves and Protects Man. 
Gen. xlviii: 15; II Sam. xxii: 2, 3; Job vii: 20; x: 12, 

13; xxxiii: 18; Is. xii: 2; xlvi: 3, 4; Ps. vil: 10; 

xvi: 5; xxii: 5,6; xxvii: 1; xxxii: 7; xlvi: 1-3, 

7; xiviti: 14; liv: 4; xi: 4; Lxil: 2, 6,7; Lxili: 8; 

Ixvi: 9; 1xxiii: 238; Ixxxix: 18; xc: 1; xci: 2; 

xciv: 22; cxxi: 3-5, 7, 8. 





Weare continually exposed to danger, 
bodily, mental, and spiritual. To reputa- 


tion. From our own constitutional ten- 
dencies, From diseases and accidents. 


From the malice of men, and their favor. 
From prosperity and adversity. From sol- 
itude and socicty. From Satan and his 
angels. Always and everywhere, under 
all circumstances and conditions, we are 
exposed to perils. God is our Protector 
and Deliverer. In His almightiness, 
knowledge, wisdom, universal presence, 
observation, and operation, we realize sal- 
vation. Faith assures us of the Divine 
love, lays hold of the Divine strength, en- 
ables us to flee to God as our Refuge, to 
rise to the lofty Rock and Tower where we 
are above all adverse powers, and safe from 
their assaults, and gives the calmness need- 
ful for employing such means as tend to 
safeness and victory. God ‘‘forsakes not 


the work of His own hands.’’ Having re- 
deemed us from the power and condemna- 
tion of sin, and lifted us tp into the state 
of sonship and heirship, he sustains us in 
our new and blessed life. The Christian 
man should always carry in his heart such 
a sense of God’s redeeming love that he 
should be always ready to break forth into 
praise. 





SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23. 

55. God the Absolute Owner of Man. 
Ps. xcv: 7; c: 8; Ezek. xviii: 4; Rom. xiv: 8. 

The union of the faithful with the Lord 
for death and life is regarded as the essen- 
tial object of His work. The life and death 
of Christ were, so to speak, an acquisition, 
a purchase, a conquest of the living and 
the dead; with this, His property, no one 
may interfere. Whoever knows himself 
to be thus bound to the Lord in this world, 
will not wish to belong to any other, and 
will loose all ties which might still hold 
him. An unreserved devotedness to the 
Lord is ever the essential element of Chris- 
tian life; whatever can consist with this 
may be willingly borne with in a brother. 
The believer must always regard it as his 
task to bear himself as belonging to the 
Lord, in order that by degrees he may per- 
fectly realize it. By His perfect partici- 
pation in the life of earth and its necessi- 
ties, the Lord has won for Himself the 
right of dominion over man. (See Heb. ii: 
17, 18.) Whether a Christian lives or dies, 
he belongs to the Lord, to be disposed of 
at His pleasure; and as the object of His 
love, to be taken care of by Him in all pos- 
sible events. For to this very end Christ 
died, that in human nature He might be 
the sovereign Lord of all His people, both 
during their lives and after their death, as 
they willingly devote themselves to Him, 
and are prompt to labor, suffer, or die for 
His sake, as He orders all things respecting 
the time and discumstances of their death, 


for His own glory and their good. 
—?eoo-—— 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24. 

56. The King of the Earth. 
Ex. xv: 18; Ps. X: 16; xxii: 28; xxiv: 7-10; xxix: 10; 
xvii: 2, 7, 8; Ixviii: 24; Ixxiv: 12; xcvili: 1; ciii: 

19; cxlv: 11-13; Is. xxxiii: 17, 22; lii: 7. 

The earthly king is but representative of 
Him who is enthroned in Heaven, the 
“great King.” The majesty of Jehovah, 
like an all-protecting egis, terrifying to 
His enemies, assuring to His friends, shall 
be revealed in Zion’s state. Think of the 
kings of every age: the Pharaohs; the Cx- 
sars. ‘There we see power, pageantry, and, 
alas! too often criminality and cruelty. 
Here we see the true King. One whose 
government is Divine, because it is within, 
holding in supremacy the conscience and 
the heart. One who is a King who “‘reigns 
in righteousness, mighty to save.” Jesus 
Christ was the meek King of men (Matt. 
xxi: 5), who claimed to be a King even as 
he stood bound before Pilate (John xviii: 
33-36). Here we see the King in his beauty 
as we sce him in his purity of heart, in his 
devotedness to the work his Father had 
placed in his hands, in his submissiveness 
to that Father's will, in his quick and ten- 
der sympathy with the sorrowing and the 
abandoned, in his inexhaustible patience 
with the undeserving and the wrong. Our 
eyes will see the King in his beauty when 
we see ‘‘him as he is’’—the ascending and 
reigning Lord. Soul-eyes see the King. 
‘They are quick to discern God’s presence. 


They detect Him everywhere and in every- 
thing. 








BIBLIA. 








TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25. 
57. The Judge of all the Earth. 
I Chron. xvi: 14; Job xx: 22; xxiii: 7; Ps. vii: 8; 
ix: 8; 1: 4, 6; Ixxv: 7; Lxxvi: 8; lxxxii: 8, xcvi: 


10, 13; xcvili: 9; cv: 7; Is. ili: 18; I Cor. iv: 4,5. _ 


We cannot feel toward God as we should 
except we consider ‘His deeds among the 
people, except we ‘‘talk of His wondrous 
works,” except we ‘‘remember His maryel- 
ous works.” Calling these to mind, we 
shall be powerfully and rightly affected by 
a realization of His Divine power and 
goodness. We shall naturally dwell on 
His works in nature, His power as dis- 
played in the creation and sustenance of 
our Own spirit and our own human life, 
His handiwork in the providential ordering 
of the world. As the children of Israel 
felt that they were chosen of God, having 
received direct and special communication 
and consideration; as they could speak of 
themselves as His ‘chosen ones,’”’ and 
could say, ‘‘He is the Lord our God;” so 
we may and must feel that we all are the 
objects of His Divine regard, that He looks 
with benignant eye on us and stretches out 
the hand of Divine friendship toward us, 
that He is the Lord owr God who has cho- 
sen us and whom we have chosen. And as 
they were taught to feel that ‘‘His judg- 
ments are in all the earth,’’ so we also are 
to think of Him as the supreme almighty 
Power reigning and ruling everywhere, 
oe and it is done, commanding and 
it stands fast.” It is characteristic of Da- 
vid’s psalms that they are full of large 


broad thoughts of God’s relations to the 


whole world. 
1 Oe! 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26. 
58. Mysteries of Providence. 
Ps. lxiv: 9; lxvi: 5, lxxi: 17; cv: 5; Prov. xxv: 2; 
Eccl. ili: 11. See also Job xxvi: 14. 

God has placed in the heart of man some 
anticipation of a future state, or a “for- 
ever,” an eternity. This gives a scope and 
magnitude to the proceedings of Provi- 
dence, which at once raises our admiration 
and confounds our speculation. ‘I know,” 
says the wise man, “that whatever God 
doeth, it shall be forever:” it needs none 
of our improvements or repairs. Although 
many things may be mysterious to us, yet, 
we should realize that there is a time for 
all things. There are no natural actions 
but may be proper at certain times, and 
under certain circumstances. So far as 
these are under our control, our duty and 
business is to time them, for there is a time 
for ‘‘everything under heaven.” Although 
we cannot fathom the mysteries of Provi- 
dence, yet we should put our confidence in 
Him whilst in trouble. Gratitude for 
mercies received, either by a nation or in- 
dividuals, is the way to obtain farther 
blessings. To bless God for mercies re- 
ceived is the surest way to multiply them. 

The blessing of God, if rightly under- 
stood, will lead to the fear of God, and is, 


indeed, absolutely necessary to the spread 
of true religion. Men plow and sow utterly 
in vain, unless God smiles upon their en- 
deavors. Neither will the heart of man 
bring forth anything good, unless God 
causes His face to shine upon us. 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27. 
59. The Divine Sovereignty Insisted Upon. 
Is. x: 15; Rom. ix: 19, 20, 21. 

The passage in Isaiah is most humbling 
to the pride of man which leads him to say, 
“Tam my own;I can do as I please with 
my own powers and life.” That pride it 
breaks down by saying, ‘‘Not so; you are 
not your own; you are God’s;” He made 
you; He gives you all; He uses you for His 
own high purposes. The proudest, wealth- 
iest, mightiest man on earth may seem to 
be something. In reality what is he? An 
axe, a saw, a staff in the hands of God, to 
work out His will. How foolish for the 
axe to boast against the workman, or the 
staff to resist the living man who uses it! 
The truth we propose to illustrate is, that 
man can never be other than the instru- 
ment of God, used by Him for the accom- 
plishment of His Divine purposes. We 
can find nothing else that God has created 
which is without a purpose and end for its 
being. Winds and waters, metals and 


rocks, flowers and trees, sunshine and 
showers, summer and winter, day and 
night, disease and death, all are God’s 
tools. Man may be the crown of creation, 
but he is only a creature, and set to do 
God’s most delicate and particular work. 
What can be better for us than to be axe, 
saw, staff, in the hands of Him who is 
good, wise loving, strong, our Almighty 

ather? “God's plan for me is my plan 


for myself.” 
eames 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28. 
60. Resignation to the Dealings of Prov- 
idence. 
I Sam. iii: 18; II Sam. xv: 26; Job i: 21, 22; ii: 10; 
Ps. xxxix: 9; Acts xxi: 14. 

One of the most difficult problems of 
practical life is to learn what are the fixed 
points on which we must not give way, 
and to which all other considerations must 
yield, and what are the points which may 
be yielded under the pressure of conflicting 
circumstances. A man may be very con- 
scientious, and yet most grievously mista- 
ken, if by his obstinacy on indifferent mat- 
ters he imperils or defeats great and im- 
portant results which are incompatible 
with those smaller matters on which he in- 
sists. And again aman may be very con- 
scientious, and yet may do much practical 
mischief if he weakly gives way on vital 
points on which he ought to insist with 
inflexible steadfastness of purpose. It is a 
very important function of true wisdom in 
the practical business of life to discern 
clearly what are the purposes that ought to 
yield to the pressure of adverse circum- 
stances, and what are those that must be 
carried out to their end at all risks and at 
any cost; and it is the true test of manli- 
ness and Christian principle to adhere to 


these last in spite of the persuasions of 
friends or the vituperation of enemies. 
Paul went to accomplish in prison, and at 
last under the tyrant’s sword, the noblest 
mission that was ever committed to a son 
of man, and to win for himself a crown 
which will surely be one of the most bright 
and glorious that will glitter in the king- 
dom of heaven. And in doing so he has 
left the priceless example of a steadfast 
purpose. 


HOMILETICAL INDEX 
TO THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. LUKE, 
Cnapter I. 
Verses 1-4—Certainties Concerning Christ. 
There is no doubt at all respecting— 


1. The circumstances of- our Lord’s 
career. 

2. The offer he makes of himself as our 
Divine Redeemer. 

3. The sufficiency of Christ for all that 
he undertakes. 
Verses 5, 6.—Life in its Completeness. 

1. The domestic bond. 

2. Human and Divine estimation. 

3. Sacred service. 
Verses 13-17—Parental Ambition. 

1. One taking high rank with God. 

2. One in whom God himself dwells. 

3. One that is master of himself. 

4. Onein whom the best and noblest 
lives again. 

5. One that lives a life of holy useful- 
ness. 
Verses 31-33— The greatness of Jesus Christ. 

1. His Divine origin. 

2. The work lie should accomplish. 

3. The dignity and power he should 
attain. 
Verses 46-48— The voice of praise. 

1. Mary’s response to God's goodness 
to her. 

2. Our appreciation of God’s abound- 
ing kindness to ourselves. 
Verses 49-55— God revealed in Jesus Christ. 

1. His Divine power. 

2. His Divine holiness. 

3. His Divine mercy. 

4. His Divine faithfulness. 
Verses 58, 66, 67.—Joy and awe at a hu- 

man birth. 

1. Occasion for hopefulness and glad- 
ness of heart. 

2. Occasion for reverent awe. 
Verses 74, 75.—The course of Christian 
life. 

1. 1t.begins in spiritual emancipation. 

2. It proceeds along the path of filial 
love. 

3. It movestowards perfect excellence 
of character. 

4. It perseveres even to the end. 


Verse 79.—Christ our Light. 

1. The degrees of darkness in which 
the world was shrouded. 

2. The compassion of the Father of 
men in view of it. 

3. The visit of the heavenly Dayspring. 
Verse 79.—Christ our peace. 

1. From man seeking his satisfaction 
when he cannot find it. 

2. From our sense of sin against God. 
Verse 80.— The service of solitude. 

1. The services solitude would render 
us. 
2. The occasions when it is most ap- 
propriate. 

Verses 1-4—The absolute certainty of the 
Christian religion. 

Verses 5-25—The inauguration of the 
dispensation of grace. 

Verses 26-38.—The beginning of the crea- 
tion of God. 

Verses 39-56.—Inspirations amid the hills 
of Judea. 

Verses 57-80.—The birth and development 
of the Baptist. 
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The Gospel according to Matthew. 





CHAPTER IL. 


Akousas de ho basileus Herodes_ etarchthe, kai 
(3) Having heard and the king Herod was alarmed and 
pasa Hierosoluma met autou. kai sunagagon pantas 


all Jerusalem with him; (4) and having called together all 


tous archiereis kai gerammateis tou laou, epunthaneto 
the chief-pricsts and scribes of the people, he enquired 


par auton, pou ho Christos gennatai. hoi de eipan 
of them where the Christ should be born. (5) They and said 


auto: En Bethleem tes Ioudaias; houto gar  gegraptai dia 
to him in Bethlehem of the Judea; thus for it is written by 


tou prophetou: Kai su Bethleem, ge lIouda, oudamos 
the prophet: (6) And thou Bethlehem, land of Juda, by no means 


elachiste ei en  tois hegemosin Touda; ek sou gar 
last artamong the princes of Juda, out of thee for 


exeleusetai hegoumenos, hostis poimanei ton laon mou 
shall come,forth a prince, who shall govern the people of me 


ton Israel. Tote Herodes lathra  kalesas tous magous 
the Israel. (7) Then Herod privately having called the wise-men 


ekribose par auton ton chronon tou phainomeno 
learned exactly from them the time ofthe appearing 


asteros. Kai pempsas' autous eis Bethleem eipe: 
star. (8) And sending them into Bethlehem he said: 


akribos exetasate peri tou paidiour; 
inquire about the infant 


Poreuthentes 
Passing on your way exactly 


epan de heurete, apangeilate moi, hopos kago 
as soon as and you have found, bring word tome, that I also 


elthon proskuneso auto. Hoi de akousantes tou 
going pay homage to him. (9) They and having heard of the 


basileos eporeuthesan; kai idou, ho aster hon eidon 
king, departed ; and lo, the star which they saw 


en te anatole proegen autous, heos elthon este epano 
in the rising went before them, till going it stood over 


hou en to paidion. Idontes de ton astera echaresan 
where was the infant. (10) Seeing and the star they rejoiced 


charan megalen sphodra; kai elthontes eis ten  oikian 
a joy very great; (11) and being come into the house 


eidon to paidion meta Marias tes metros autou; 
they saw the infaut 


with Mary the mother of it; 


GREEK WORD STUDIES. 
III. 
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. MATTHEW. 
ARCHIEREIS, chief priests. .Matt. ii: 3. By the chief priests are 





here meant, not only the high priests properly so called—that is, 
the one in office, and those who had before passed through it, but 
also the heads of the twenty-four classes of priests. Luke i: 5, 
tells us that Zacharias, as priest, belonged to the course or class of 
Abia. This was the eighth of the twenty-four classes of priests 


appointed by David. (See I Chron. xxiv: 10). Each of these 
classes took the service in the temple for a week. Since these 
heads of the classes, as such, were members of the Sanhedrim, 
every member of the Sanhedrim was also called archiereus, chief 
priest (John xii: 10). 

In the New Testament the word IFREIs, priests, is rare, but AR- 
CHIEREIS, chief priests, is common. The singular of this word, Ho 
ARCHIEREUS, signifies the High Priest; the plural, ARCMEREIS, sig- 
nifies those priests whose near relationship to the High Priest 
gave them peculiar influence (Acts iv: 6), or including first, those 
who had been High Priests, for under the Romans the office 
changed hands often; second, the chiefs of the twenty-four 
courses. In the Gospels and Acts the chief priests were heads of 
the courses and ex-High Priests. 

GRAMMATEIS, scribes. This includes all who were skilled in 
the law, like nomikos, lawyer, nomodidaskalos, teacher of the law; 
so that every chief priest was a scribe, but not vice versa. 

The scribes of the people are contrasted with the chiefs of the 
priests, and were private men or doctors versed in the Scriptures. 
In the Septuagint grammateus, scribe, corresponds to the Hebrew 
word for writer, hence a magistrate, in which sense the scribes of 
the people occurs in I Mace. v: 42. 

Many of the scribes were members of the Sunhedrim, and joined 
their colleagues, the chief priests and elders, in persecuting Christ 
and his followers. The scribes are calied lawyers and doctors of 
the law in Matt. xxii: 85; Luke v: 17; Acts v: 34. 

Epuntuaneto, inguitred, not ‘‘demanded,” as in the King James 
version. The Greek verb means simply to ask for information, 
without implying any authority to require it. So our vernacular 
version, in its earliest form ;Wiclif: and enquired of them;Tyndale, 
Coverdale, Taverrer, and Geneva: asked of them; but Cranmer, 
and the Bishop’s Bible: he demanded of them. 

GeENNATAI, should be born, This expresses precisely the meaning 
of the sacred writer, while in English the present tense is liable 
to be misunderstood. Numerous instances occur in the New Tes- 
tament where the present tense includes at the same time a per- 
fect force, that is, are translated commonly by the perfect tense. 
(Luke ix: 9; xvi: 2; I Cor. xi: 18; John ii: 4, ete.) Buttman 
(Gram. of N. T. Greek), would take gennataz as a pure present, as 
the context shows, aud not in the sense of the perfect tense. 
Scholars to whom the usage is familiar would doubtless prefer the 
literal rendering of the present. But to the ordinary reader it 
would not express the sacred writer’s meaning, for he would nat- 
urally suppose the object of Herod’s inquiry to be, where the 
Christ is now (i. e., already) born 

Like the Magi, the king inquires only for the birth-placeof the 
new king. The birth itself appears to all indubitably certain, 
which indicates a general expectation of the Messiah. The pres- 
ent gennatai, is born, does not require to be taken as a future: 
this tense is rather used in relation to the prophecies of Scripture, 
by which the scribes were to decide; so that the meaning is— 
Where is the king (of whom the prophets speak) to be born? 
which leaves it undecided whether he be already born, as the 
Magi declared as in verse 2, pow estin ho techtheis basileus, or is yet 
to be born, Cuas. H. 8. Davis. 


GENESIS. 
Owing to his many other duties, the editor of Brstta has found 
it impossible to prepare the interlinear translation of Genesis for 
this number. 
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Y. P. S.C. E. TOPICS. 
NoT LIVING TO OURSELVES. 
Feb. 2. Il Cor. Vv: 11-21. 


The life of an intelligent being must be 


under the sway of some chosen and cher- 
ished motive. High degrees of intelli- 
gence find their expression in the careful 
selection of the motive. Where tue intel- 
ligence is low and untrained, we find men 
blindly obeying motives which the acci- 
dent of the hour may have raised up, or to 
which the bodily passions may excite. We 
can look into the face of no fellow-man 
and say, ‘That man is living without a 
motive.” The consideration of the mo- 
tives that actually rule men’s lives give us 
very sad thoughts of our humanity. They 
range all the distance between the anima 
and the Divine, but they belong for the 
most part to the lower levels. The entire 
aspect and character of a man’s life may 
be changed by a change of his motives. A 
‘new and nobler motive will soon make a 
man a better man. No man ever did rise 


to do noble things while his motives con- 
cerned only self and self-interests. All 
noble lives have been spent in service to 
others. St. Paul was in every way a re- 
markable man, full of energy, consecration, 
self-denial, andthe “enthusiasm of human- 
ity;” and in the passage before us he tells 
us what the supporting motive, the secret 
strength of it all. ‘The love of Christ 
constraineth us.” The not-unto-self law is 
the chosen life-principle of all the good. It 
is the law of God, the life-rule of Jesus 
Christ; and, learnt of him, it has made 
many a human story since then beautiful 
and gracious. 
—+@o— 


THOSE WHOM GOD APPROVES. 
Feb. 9. II cor. X: 1-18. 

God approves of those who glorify Him. 
Glorying in what God has done for us and 
by us‘is always inspiring and healthy. 
Glorying in what we are is always a sign 
of Christian weakness. A man had better 
not even think about himself, but put all 
his effort into higher attainments in the 
Divine life. There is danger for us when 
we find that we have anything in ourselves 
to talk about or to glory in. All the finest 
and most delicate Christian graces are so 
fragile that they break with a touch, so 
sensitive that they fade if we only look on 
them. Do not even think about what you 
are; fill your thoughts with what you may 
be, what you may become, in the grace and 
strength of Christ. Christian progress 
stops as soon as we begin to boast. No 
natural endowments, no amount of culture, 
no inspiration of knowledge, no miracles 
wrought in his behalf, can set aside the 
necessity of Christian experience, a per- 
sonal work of grace in the soul, a profound 
sense of that work as from the Holy Spirit, 
in the case of one called to the highest of- 
fice of ministration. God approves of hu- 
mility. Boastfulness of our doings is al- 
ways perilous. God does not need it, 
since He knows all about it. And man 
does not need it, for he can see the doings 
well enough without our telling. ‘‘Let 
thine own works praise thee.” Let thine 
enemies and friends praise thee. But if 
you would keep fresh the great grace of 
humility never praise yourself. 


PROVE YOURSELVES. 
Feb. 16. Il oR. xut: 1-4. 

“Examine yourselves.”” Self-scrutiny is 
at once a duty the most urgent and the 
most neglected. Hence the universal prev- 
alence of self-ignorance. Even men who 
know a great deal of the world without 
are ignorant of the world within, the world 
of worlds. The momentous point to be 
tested isself-scrutiny. ‘Whether ye be in 
the faith.” Not whether you have faith in 
you, for all men are more or less credulous, 
and have some kind of faith in them; but 
whether you are “‘in the faith.” The faith 
here is the gospel, or rather the Christ of 
the gospel; whether you are in Christ, in 
the character of Christ. Intellectually and 
morally, all men are living in the charac- 
ters of others. “Know ye not your own 
selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, ex- 
cept you be reprobates?” If you are in the 
faith, you are in his character, and he is in 
your life; nay, your life itself. Should 
you find you are not in the faith, ye are 
‘“‘reprobates,” counterfeits, spurious, not 
genuine; tares, not wheat; hypocrites. 
Here, then, is a work for every man to do 
—‘‘examine” himself, introspect,scrutinize, 
decide, and thus know his rea! moral con- 
dition. Are you really in the faith? Does 
the truth compass you about and impress 
itself on all your views, motives and prin- 
ciples of action? If so, Christ is certainly 
in you. He dwells in your heart by faith, 
and by his Spirit vitalizes and purifies you. 

—aigieans 
HELPERS NOT HINDERERS. 
ROM. xv: 1-13; 1 Cor. vit: 9.13; GAL. VI: 2. 
Feb. 23. 

‘Tf you want a law,” says St. Paul, 
‘take this rule of mutual sympathy—bear 
ye one another’s burdens.” Christ has his 
law, then, after all. It is not a ceremonial 
observance, but it is high enough for the 
ambition of the noblest self-sacrifice. 
Christianity is unselfish. To think that all 
we have to do is to save our own souls is 
to misunderstand the religion of Christ 
completely. He who would thus save his 
soul will lose it. The gospel is a gospel to 
us just because it calls us out of ourselves, 
and leads us to deny ourselves and practice 
active charity. We should be helpers to 
all our fallen brothers. Help them to bear 
the burdens of sin, of sorrow, of care, and 
of doubt. To bear one another’s burdens 
is to fulfill the law of Christ. It is re- 
quired by Christ We are disobedient to 
him if we neglect the duty. And to fulfill 
it is to satisfy Christ. In the face of this 
plain duty there is an unreality amounting 
almost to hypocrisy in the effort to live‘a 
holy life by practising artificial, uscetic 
self-denial, as if enough could not be found 
in the common walks of life and in ways 
of plain usefulness, How absurd to wear 
a hair shirt and lash one’s self with 
scourges instead of taking the self-denial 
in the less romantic and more Christ-like 
way of helping the sick and ignorant and 
fallen. 


’ 


(Sermon preached Sunday evening, December 29, 
1889, at WASHINGTON SQUARE M. E. CHURCH, 
by its Pastor, Rev. C. N. MCANNEY.] 


Reported Expressly for Biblia. 


THE CURSE OF USELESSNESS. 
Luke xiii: 7—‘‘Cut it down.” 

The manuscripts of God were not all 
bound up in the book we call the Bible. 
In nature, another wonderful volume has 
been written for earth’s children. On 
every page of that great book is inscribed 
some tale of mystery, of beauty, or of 
pathos. Some chapters have been written 
high among the stars, others deep on the 
stony leaves within the earth. On every 
rock and pebble, a marvelous story is en- 
graven; every flower, raindrop, sunbeam 
and restless wind brings its message from 
God, and to-night we contemplate a poem 
of truth and sublimity on both these out- 
spread pages. The temporal mirrors the 
eternal, and our Lord’s walk in Palestine 
leads toa ramble in the gardens of God. 
This story in Luke is the parable in words, 
as the cursing of the fig tree in Matthew is 
the same parable in action. It is yet to be 


fearfully dramatized in the theater of the 
universe, and the stage is eternity. 


The Pharisees of history have found 
quite a swarm of gnats about this miracle, 
over which they have choked terribly, 
chiefly because of the cursing of a harm- 
less tree. Man may rob the garden of all 
spinach and asparagus to stuff his stomach, 
but the author of gardens must not take a 
single plant to feed the mind and soul. 
Had Judas cut the tree down to builda 
pig-pen, there would have been no com- 
plaint, but when the Lord of the universe 
makes of it a quarrying instrument to lift 
precious stones, whose unfading splendors 
shall flash in a spiritual temple forever, 
amazement lifts its hypocritical head. But 
leaving these side issues from both these 
passages, in spite of the fog-land of com- 
ment and criticism, there flashes one les- 
son, clear as a sunbeam from a cloud-rift, 
and that is the curse of uselessness. 

This tree, no doubt, stood a withered 
monument long after the Saviour was dead, 
then passed into a proverb, a warning of 
deep significance and awful import to all 
ages. Its dead, dry branches have scat- 
tered over the world an infinitely richer 
harvest of sad and beautiful thoughts, 
than Jewry could have gleaned had it 
borne figs forever. The somber and threat- 
ening nature of the parable is very 
apparent. Mercy is visible, indeed, in the 
petition that the tree may have another 
year of grace, but the very intercession is 
ominous. 

In most of the other miracles we behold 
the glorious rays of infinite goodness; this 
one reveals a livid flash of that God who 
‘is a consuming fire.” The disciples of 
ethical culture deny thiselement; they fail 
to find it in the landscape, but Ruskin has 
pointed out that even there wrath and 
threatening are invariably mingled with 
love. Inthe utmost solitudes of nature, 
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the existence of hell is as legibly declared 
by a thousand spiritual utterances as is that 
of heaven, and while we regard with thank- 
fulness the unfolding flower, the falling 
dew, and the sleep of the green fields in 
the sunshine, we forget not the voice of 
the blasted trunk, the lightning-scarred 
rock, the bleak wind of winter, the shriek 
of the blizzard, the black perilous whirl- 
pool of Niagara, a caldron of terror where 
a fiend enclosed ina ‘“‘hell of waters” howls 
incessantly and the smoke of whose tor- 
ment ascends forever, the solemn loneli- 
ness of moors, deserts and seas, and the 
“continual fading of all beauty and of all 
strength into dust.” These have not the 
same speech, and the language is to us. 

We see Christ has control. He can 
make a dry rod bud, blossom and bring 
forth almonds in a night, or he can make 
a prosperous looking tree wither in the 
flame of his condemnation. The disciples 
marvelled at sight of that blight, but mar- 
vel as we may, it was important for them 
and for us to learn that the Lord of all has 
the will as well as the power to curse that 
which is useless. 

We all understand that the ceremonies 
of faith are but leaves, the works of faith 
are the fruit, and, as the figs preceded the 
leaves in nature, the early church did great 
works in grace with few ceremonies; their 
fruit was abundant before the foliage at- 
tracted the world. We live in an age of 
splendid leafage. Let us beware that the 
Omniscient eye shall not search our luxu- 
riance in vain. Such was the age of the 
parable. The fields of Judea waved in- 
deed, but it was only with tares. It made 
a dazzling show of fruit, but its vine was 
the vine of Sodom and of the fields of Go- 
morrah, its grapes were grapes of gall, its 
clusters were bitter. For Him who had 
‘come seeking fruit,” it gave the refuse of 
an Oriental threshing-floor for the quilting 
of His crib. It grew nothing but wood 
for His cross, reeds for His mock scepter, 
vinegar and gall for His thirst, and thorns 
and briers to crown His loving brow. The 
universe shall yet shout over the clearing 
of every such field. The tree may be strong 
and green, but so long as no clusters adorn 
its tangled boughs, it shall be accursed. It 
shall be cut down. History is a living 
comment on this truth. Look at the gi- 
gantic growths of policy and power, shoot- 
ing their fibers through every corner of 
kingdoms and empires, and towering to 
such height and expansion that ordinary 
follies and idolatries were at once shat- 
tered and eclipsed by them. They have 
been smitten to dust almost without an 
effort. No human violence was to inter- 
vene, no blow from ax or sword red with 
innocent blood, ng popular frenzy, no 
penal fire, yet like the Roman Empire and 
the Barren Fig Tree they have withered to 
the ground at the miracle of the Word, and 
still all establishments that feed not the 
hunger of the age, though vast and solid, 
shall vanish like a dream. This is not 
merely implied as in some instances, but 


expressly stated as in the text. The ax 
may have been stayed in its fearful de- 
scent, but let us remember that the sus- 
pended blow is not pardon. Hence it is 
an anxious question to us all, whether the 
foliage of our Christian life is the cover- 
ing of fruit beneath, that is ripening for 
heaven, or only a thing of unnatural and 
precocious growth which has so drained 
away the tree’s best sap before its time, as 
to make good fruit almost an impossibility. 
No show of leaves, no fervor of language, 
no glow of feeling, no splendor of outward 
achievement for Christ’s cause and king- 
dom will ever compensate in God’s sight 
for the fruits of the spirit. Here each in- 
dividual is expected to bear. It is not 
vineyards that bear clusters. but vines. It 
is not orchards that produce fruit, but 
trees. Not one will be overlooked because 
it stands in a grove. A few men and 
women ave not expected to do all the spir- 
itual work of this parish, and yet it is true 
that a few do all that sort of work in every 
parish. However splendidly equipped, all 
who do not feed the hunger of the age 
must fade. 

There is a divine idea in everything, and 
our Lord always looks for that idea; the 
divine idea of fig trees and churches and 
all institutions is not leaves, but fruit that 
feeds hunger, hunger of brain and soul, as 
well as that of the body. Many who com- 


“mit no actual wrong forget the penalties of 


uselessness. Others are worse than useless. 
Many a true religion is scandalized by the 
leaf of profession and the life of actual 
sin. Christ comes to both classes and says, 
“Was it for this you have trod my courts? 
was it for this you joined yourself to my 
people? was it for this you sat at my table? 
was it for this I placed the heaven-reflect- 
ing chalice of salvation in your hand?” 
Do not think me blind. There are many 
who bear much fruit, but great is the mul- 
titude who chiefly bear leaves. How many 
come into the church, how many are pro- 
moted to office and even stand foremost 
there, from whom are gathered nothing 
but leaves! No fault can be found with 
their office work, they are punctual, gen- 
erous, genial, faithful, but when it comes 
to the power of a fire-tipped soul, a sancti- 
fied heart, the joy of a nature like Christ’s, 
how few are angel-visited as ripe. This 
leaf wearing is not confined to religion. 
The social fields are well timbered with 
exhibition trees. How many get a reputa- 
tion for culture, for literary ability, when 
all they have, in fact, is a retentive mem- 
ory and a quick wit, and their leafy boughs 
flash with the most dewy pretension in the 
social sunshine. There arc young men, 
and women too, who go well dressed, they 
are correct in their conduct, they are pleas- 
ant and polite, they never trail their robes 
in the dust, their is nothing wrong with 
them but emptiness. They are light as med- 
icine corks and do not know it. Real 
character, young gentleman, can never be 
evolved by sitting on dry goods boxes, or 
puffing cigarettes at the street corner. 











There is another class who get credit for 
being “thoughtful men,” sober-minded, 
when, in fact; they are but water-soaked 
punk. They are stupid and never do any 
special harm because they never do any- 
thing. Allleaves! How many emotions 
have risen in your heart as you have lis- 
tened to the word; every emotion, was a 
fruit bud, a blossom which you kept out 
of the suulight. A chill breath from a 
frigid will blighted them; your summer 
has never dawned, and after years of such 
blight, you sit in the presence of your Ma- 
ker to-night with nothing but leaves. There 
is not a person before me who is reckless 
enough to deny that God expects, and has 
a right to expect, some fruit from his life. 
Now it is humiliating to fail in any one 
department of life, but what must it be to 
have our sovl examined by absolute in- 
sight, and the most loving justice, and 
then be pronounced barren? All such are 
cumberers of the ground. Men filling 
places idly, while others would fill the 
space occupied by their dead, barren twigs, 
into which they send no sap, with limbs 
beautiful and bending under mellow fruit. 
How many parents in this city train their 
children only to vice and degradation, 
when but for them, the children would re- 
ceive far better, preparation for life in the 
Orphans Homes. Indifferent class-leaders, 
Sunday-school teachers, and half-hearted 
preachers, all take up room that ought to 
be cleared and reset. They not only have 
no fruit, but their influence is baneful on 
the other trees in the fig-forest around 
them, each shadow intercepts the sunbeams 
and rains from the smaller plants. So the 
very judgments of God are always con- 
nected with mercies. The judgment that 
cuts down the barren tree is mercy shown 
to the other trees of the garden. Hence, 
whenever He has removed barriers and 
prepared the field, He expects more than 
wild grapes behind the beautiful hedges of 
special privilege. What must He expect 
of us? Look through the world: how 
many of our fellow-creatures can we find 
who are blessed as we are? The heart must 
ache as we make the comparison. It is not 
a vineyard, but a vast and desolate wilder- 
ness, in which the great mass of our fel- 
low-sinners are standing, while we of New 
York are in the most beautiful, most culti- 
vated, and most fertile field, a garden God 
has taken out of the wilderness and set 
apart for Himself. Some of our own 
brothers, even in America, toil in rugged 
soil with bleeding fingers, while we rejoice 
in a sunlit glen, and train roses over their 
trellises. Wecan tell something of what 
God expects of our life by considering the 
circumstances he has placed usin. The 
gardener leaves some plants out unshel- 
tered all winter; others he brings into the 
walled garden, and some he puts under 
glass. If the hyacinth were treated like a 
gooseberry bush, it would have neither 
fruit nor beauty. I am sure something 
gorgeous is expected from the Christians 
of America, something more than social 
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and moral virtues, charity, honesty and 
such like. These are good, but they are 
the fruits of nature; the wild fig tree will 
produce them. Almsgiving and all osten- 
tatious works may be tied on, just as the 
Christmas presents were fastened on the 
trees here the other night. Do you think 
anybody here imagined that those cedars 
naturally grew those dolls and trumpets? 
No more does anybody in the great cloud 
of witnessess make a mistake about the 
merely showy fruit in all the churches. 
Neither these nor all educational systems 
can lift man out of the depths of moral 
pollution and helplessness. All our legis- 
lative patriots, all our glowing harangues, 
all our state remedies and sounding para- 
graphs about ‘“‘glory” and “greatness” and 
“liberty,” ‘this enlightened age,” ‘‘equal 
rights,” can only fasten attractive tinsel on 
the tree. but will have no more effect in 
putting fructiferous life in the mass of pop- 
ular corruption, than moonshine has in 
producing verdure on an arctic snow-drift. 
I do not deny the attractiveness of these 
systems. Some of these plants of ethical 
culture do bear dim and gorgeous flowers 
that emit almost unearthly odors, but how 
hopeless the dream of binding these up 
for golden sheaves at judgment. Found 
there to be of the earth, earthy, they shall 
be torn to pieces and bound for burning, 
and the gardener who spent his life in 
rearing them and loved them, shall writhe 


weeping on the fire-swept plain of death 


with no rock to shelter him. The mistake 
of such lives is, there is no solid work to 
bear the weight of the subtle and fascina- 
ting ritualism. The rich blossoms and un- 
filled pods of the pea-flower vine are there, 
but the strong, distinct stick of support is 
wanting. . 

This defect is fatal to an angelic har- 
vesting which we must all undergo. Look 
over the fields of the world under the light 
of this Scripture. Are they not rather dry 
for the fire than white for the harvest? 
How much, Judea-like, that looks like 
fruit, on nearer inspection proves to be 
briers. How many old knotted trees of 
strength, waving green banners in the sky, 
spend all their time in producing only such 
mast and acorns as the swine of lust and 
pride may eat. And yet there is interces- 
sion for them. Here the Divine beams 
upon us. This parable is simple as a little 
pool, and lofty as the star depths embossed 
upon its shallow bosom. 

Touching the lowly things of earth to 
which He stooped, Jesus constantly ex- 
poses a mind familiar with heavenly 
things, and here in this simple touch lays 
open to us a heavenly scene, a dialogue in 
glory touching the interest of this world’s 
useless ones. ‘*Let it alone.’’ No worth 
or worthiness in the sinner preserves him, 

- and if roaming devils or watching angels 
have ever discovered aught of good in any 
of us, we owe it to this wondrous inter- 
cession. But each tree is spared condition- 
ally. ‘‘If’’ and ‘‘if not,”—upon these two 
tiny “ifs” hangs eternity. It must fulfill 





its life purpose. Grace is meant to lead to 
holy living, and when it fails to do that it 
will be, and ought to be, exchanged for ju- 
dicial rigor. It is a kingdom of grace to 
begin with, that it may be a kingdom of 
righteousness to end with. The owner of 
the vineyard must have fruit, and if one 
tree does not produce it, he will remove it 
and plant another. But leave it alone 
another year. I will do still more to help 
it. ‘‘I will dig about and dung it.” I 
have visited that sinner, but I will visit 
him oftener, and dig deeper, more cutting 
sorrow shall fall upon him, his conscience 
shall scobrge him, his pastor shall preach 
so that he can never enter my house, but 
my word shall disquiet him; it may be 
then he will bear fruit. Such trees stand 
all around us showing evidence of these 
visitations; some are gnarled and bear evi- 
dence of much pruning, and to-night finds 
you still with leaves only, and this year 
dawns upon you still the object of an aw- 
ful experiment. 

No man in one hour can enumerate the 
blessings God has poured into the Ameri- 
can vineyard. Christian light floods its 
every acre. How you have been protected 
in homes, in states; how you have been 
dug about in Sunday-schools and churches, 
and yet you are simply using all for your 
own pleasure. O that this may be the year 
that the seeking Saviour shall come again 
to find on your barren twigs fruit at last, 
and shout the news “Well!” to heaven. 
An angel surveyor would fail to give you 
the depths of glory wrapped up in that 
word of approval. You are fine people, 
and your neighbors love you, yet the spir- 
itual among them would not for worlds 
have their souls in your soul’s place. You 
may have said a good many prayers, but 
there is little sensible improvement, very 
little growth in grace. The years have 
rolled away and your character is still very 
stagnant in any spiritual view, Your 
prayers have gone forth into the vast world 
of spirits like Noah’s raven from the ark, 
never to return. Some of my own prayers, 
I fear, never went to heaven at all, but ra- 
ven-like are off feeding on the drifting 
carcasses of worldliness. Another year 
vanishes now like a dissolving view, the 
last faint gleams are all that are left you. 
The sands of time in the hour-glass of 
1889 rush sparkling to the last few golden 
grains. Let no man expect to escape if he 
slights his privileges and slumbers under 
the vital foliage of the gospel tree, from 
which he should be daily gathering 
strength and usefulness, as well as rest for 
the body and fruit pleasant to the taste. 
By neglect he banks up waters that shall 
yet whelm him. Year after year Christ 
comes searching among the leaves for fruit 
and goes away disappointed but silent. 
There is no complaining of the tree, no 
blaming it, until the tree thinks all is well, 
even the other trees, noticing this, come 
to feel that there is little distinction, and 
that somehow the unworthy tree is safe. 
Though unfruitful, either the Master loves 


it too well or overlooks it. All at once, 
like a thunderbolt from a clear sky, comes 
the command ‘‘Cut it down!’’ The gen- 
tlest tone here will not enervate the com- 
mand. There is power in that quiet curse. 
No immediate sign followed. The earth 
did not tremble at His utterance. The 
vault of heaven did not echo it back in 
thunder. Nothing changed at once. The 
air was liquid gold, and the lake of Galilee 
molten sapphire wreathed with pearls as 
the shore-bound wavelets crested; over the 
rosy flakes of silvery blossoms poised the 
red wings of descending butterflies; the in- 
sect hummed on its way, weaving its mazy 
dance in the morning sun; the wagoner 
trilled his song as he drove past with his 
market stores. Serenity floated down from 
every ferny cliff, and even the disciples, 
for the time, dropped the word from their 
memory, and yet the blight had fallen. 
Brother, you may sit in luxury, and plunge 
your dainty feet in velvet, yet blight may 
hover in your sparkling, perfumed air, 
and Omniscience trace the tangled web of 
destiny about to be unraveled. If sesthet- 
ics were all, I would take second place to 
no maninmy admiration. I could look 
at the apocalyptic vault of blue over my 
head, and admire its gorgeous sublimity; 
yea, ramble with pleasure to the remotest 
obscurity within the precincts of the fire- 
scarred hills, where the tender conserva- 
tism of our great-hearted Mother Nature 
gently veils the savage features of stone 
with moss and lichen, and recline with de- 
light under the chill frown of granite 
cliffs, where golden sunshine bravely 
smiles and soft grasses weave their emer- 
ald tapestries starred with dandelions, and 
flushed with the dainty satin petals which 
June reses shower in munificent contribu- 
tion to the work of pitying love, but hang- 
ing over all this like the black shadow of 
the death angel is the deforming work of 
sin. Some of you do not believe that sin 
will yet separate you, and all beauty, and 
all that you love. You do not believe what 
I said awhile ago, that the universe shall 
yet shout over the clearing of every barren 
field. You never expect to be able to shout 
‘cut it down”’ against your loved ones, nor 
do you expect it to be shouted against you. 
Men say that would shed gloom in glory. 
But it will not. God has ways to fulfill 
His promises, and I am sure there is no 
sorrow in heaven. Men say they prefer 
hell with their friends to heaven without 
them, and they can never give them up. 


“That used to bother me, but believing as I 


do that nature has somewhere an analogy 
for every spiritual lesson, I have searched 
for a type of this, and in the graveyard I 
have found my proof. Does a mother love 
her child? Yet how soon she may be 
made to give it up. The child sickens and 
dies. What a terrific penalty that mother 
now inflicts. She will not stay in the room 
in the dark with it in that awful night of 
loneliness. She would not sleep with it 
for all the world. She puts it in a coffin, 
nails it up, and buries it to be devoured by 
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worms. Hastens to get rid of it forever, 
and prefers to live without it, to going 
into the grave with it. Faint, temporal 
adumbration of an eternal truth! In heaven, 
the fondest mother, saved, will, abhor the 
daughter, damned. Why is it, fond 


mother, that you cannot embrace your ° 


dead, foul, putrid offspring? Because it is 
separated from me by a great gulf—it is 
dead, Iam alive; and there is an uncon- 
querable antagonism’ between life and 
death. So when you stand at the throne 
of God, you will love what He loves, and 
hate what He hates. His light pierces you 
as the sunbeam pierces the glass; yoy are 
awake in His likeness, but above all you 
are an immortal, eternal life, while your 
doomed friends are an immortal, eternal 
death; and your abhorrence of that loath- 
some condition will rise in proportion as 
eternity rises above this world. You never 
will get used to it. The more the beauty 
and tenderness of God’s majesty grows 
into you, the more will the hatefulness of 
sin possess you with startling force. There 
is a relation between quality and quality. 
1 cannot love bitter things, but I can love 
sweet things. What a terrific thing is sin 
—-the sin of uselessness! Beecher exhaust- 
ed his genius in trying to show people that 
God wouldn’t separate them in the here- 
after. He scems to have forgotten Green- 
wood as a picture lesson to teach us whai 
will happen ycnder. Hell is eternity’s 
graveyard, stripped of Greenwood’s mask 
of beauty. This shows the unsaved they 
will have no sympathy, and this makes 
hell. A man can go to prison with satis- 
faction, sustained by the sympathy of his 
community, but the hooting of the scorn- 
ful is torture. Everything will be against 
them. The very nails that pierced the 
Master’s hands and feet will testify against 
them; the spear-thrust in His side will cry 
out for vengeance; the whole Court of 
Heaven will then espouse the cause of their 
injured Creator, and regard wicked and im- 
penitent souls with horror and aversion. 
Whatever side they may turn their eyes, 
they shall find sympathy nowhere, see 
nothing that can give them any comfort, 
but on the contrary everything that will 
contribute to increase their anguish and 
cover them with a heavy load of shame 
and confusion. Then will you realize, my 
fruitless brother, that the threats of God 
are real, as the fierce tide of wrath pours 
like molten lead through your soul, oozing 
sluggishly and congealing painfully under 
the awful spell of that ‘‘cut it down!” 
How all the brightness of time will dwarf 
under the growing shadow of eternal 
death, which then unfolds its sable pinions 
over the rosy dawn of your manhood, and 
drinks up the glorious sun of all your 
higher hopes. You were esthetic and 
turn for comfort to the natnre that once 
solaced you, and call upon the old familiar 
rocks and mountains to shelter your tor- 
tured mind, but forest and stream, earth 
and sky are branded with one fatal sen- 
tence, and everywhere the world’s wide 


page is written over with that horrible 
“Cut it down!’’ You groan and devils 
scream. You turn to the scenes of your 
childhood and read ‘‘cut it down” among 
the maple’s silver leaves; the lemons and 
oranges of the loved conservatory paint 
“cut it down’ in characters of pale gold; 
you turn to the days of your prosperity 
and power, and there the scarlet geraniums, 
nodding violets, burning anemones, with 
the tender green. of trailing maiden-hair 
ferns, blazes all over the lawn of your 
summer home, ‘‘cut 1 down! why cum- 
bereth it the ground?” Every leaf and 
blade of grass becomes a tongue to shout 
your sentence! Then the ‘Men of Nine- 
veh and the Queen of the South shall rise 
in judgment with this generafion.’* There 
is something awful in the very wreck of 
cities becoming eloquent in invective 
against those who have slighted superior 
privileges. The shrouded Queen of the 
South, no longer with gifts, but with de- 
nunciation, adds to the clamor for execu- 
tion; the pallid forms of the men of Nin- 
eveh with uplifted hands and blazing eyes, 
shall say, ‘‘We never heard but one preack- 
er! We had one sermon just eight words 
long—‘Yet forty days and Nineveh shall 
be destroyed,’ and we repented in sack- 
cloth and ashes, and you lived in the Amer- 
can metropolis! you attended Washington 
Square church and had such men as Dr. 
Abbott, Bishops Foster and Newman 
and the rest preach twice every 
Sunday; you had such men as Cornell and 
Slayback to guide your Sunday-schools, 
and yet never repented—‘cut it down!’” 
Then there is Mercy, sweetest and most 
beautiful daughter in the magnificent fam- 
ily of God's attributes, her face one of the 
fairest in heaven, crowned with a glitter- 
ing circlet of gold ablaze with stars. How 
she followed you, and when dark-browed 
Justice, with scowling face and stalwart 
form would have crushed you, she stayed 
his arm. Her lustrous eyes softened him, 
and her gentle fingers emptied his quiver, 
and when, in spite of her, an arrow sped 
to its mark, she flashed on gleaming wing 
with leaves from the Tree of Life to heal 
the wound, whenever the sinner would let 
her; but in that day, the sweet face that 
warms and rejoices heaven, shall kindle 
into a flame of unquenchable wrath, and 
as the sinner tramples over the crumpled 
splendor of her slighted offers, she shall 
wield one of the fiercest whips that falls 
on the naked backs of the damned, and 
her voice will be loudest and clearest in 
the awful edict, ‘“‘cut it down!” Surely 
Jesus will hear.They gaze at the throne, but 
the merciful arms of the crucified Re- 
deemer are no longer extended to embrace 
repentant sinners, nor His sacred head 
bowed to give the kiss of love, and at last, 
He too has said ‘‘Cut it down!” Beneath 
their feet they see hell yawning, and the 
earth opening to swallow them alive. 
Above their heads they shall behold the 
wrathful face of the inflexible Judge, and 
on every side, whole legions of infernal 
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furies and merciless devils waiting only 
for the signal to snatch them away and 
bury their souls and bodies in the dismal 
dungeons and fiery furnaces of those ter- 
rific regions where God has forgotten to be 
gracious. And the universe shall say, “It 
was just.” Jesus rescued our vineyard 
from the jaws of the wildernees with bleed- 
ing hands; he set ministering angels to 
guard and the Holy Ghost to nourish it, 
and He deserves some fruit. It is His gar- 
den of delights. He comes bending over 
the beds of spices to breathe the perfume 
of love. He searches the tree for Love’s 
fruit. O, shall he find the fruit bitter and 
the flowers dead? When He comes again, 
the whole garden should be a paradise; its 
banks grass-grown and tapestried with 
bloom; its air redolent of precious odors, 
its flowers in their full splendor, and its 
trees and vines bending with richest fruit- 
age. Woel woe!! if He finds the air with- 
out fragrance, the fiower beds without 
beauty, aud the branches of the tree naked 
and barren. He comes to us to-night, and 
would refresh Himself under the spreading 
branches and ample fruitage of our kind- 
kindness. Yearning as he is, let us bend 
low our boughs and shake the fruit in 
golden showers at His blessed feet. O, 
my people, God help us while we yet stand 
in the vineyard among the trees! 
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cabins 

St. Luke must be ranked as the first 
Christian hymnologist. It is to his inspired 
care that we owe the preservation of three 
sacred hymns, besides the Ave Maria (i: 
28 33), and the Gloria in Excelsis (ii: 14), 
which has been used for ages in the wor- 
ship of the Christ:—the Benedictus, or 
Song of Zacharias (i: 68-79); the Magnifi- 
cat, or Song of the Blessed Virgin (i; 46- 
55);and the Nune Dimittis, or Song of Sy- 
meon (ii: 29-32). 


in Sacros Novi 
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INTERNATIONAL S. $, LESSON. 
JESUS IN SIMON’S ARMS. 


LESSON V, FIRST QUARTER, INTER- 
NATIONAL SERIES, FEB. 2. 





Text of the Lesson, Luke ii, 25-35—Com- 
mit Verses 29-32—Golden Text, Luke ii, 


32—Comwmentary by the Rev. D. M. 


Stearns. 


In this lesson, as in all Scripture, Jesus is 
the center—Simeon and Anna, and even 
Joseph and Mary, are mentioned only be- 
cause of their interest in and relation to 
Him whose name is above every name. 

25. ‘‘And behold there was a man in Jeru- 
salem whose name was Simeon; and this 
man was righteous ar devout, looking for 
the consolation of Israel” (R. V.). Were 
there nut many righteous men in Jerusalem 
looking for the Messiah? It does not so ap- 
pear, or, if there were, here was a choice one 
who walked with God. 

“And the Holy Spirit was upon him.” 
Here is the secret of power to please God: 
“By My Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts;” 
**Ye shall receive power after the Holy Spirit 
is came upon you;” “Tarry in Jerusalem un- 
til ye Le endued with power from on high” 
(Zec. iv, 6; Acts i, 8; Luke xxiv, 49). Letus 
earnestly seek to be ‘‘filled with the Spirit” 
again aud again, and anew for every service, 

26. *‘And it had been revealed unto him by 
the Holy Spirit;” ‘“‘The things of God none 
knoweth save the Spirit of God;” ‘“‘The Spirit 
of Truth will guide you into all truth” (I 
Cor. ii, 11; John xvi, 13). It isimpossible for 
the natural man to understand spiritual 
things; but being born of God, born from 
above, and having become partakers of the 
Divine nature, we have One in us who is per- 
fect in knowledge, who Himself wrote all 
Scripture, and if we will only be still and 
hearken diligently, He will guide us into all 
truth. 

27. “And he came bythe Spirit into the 
temple.” Notice the three things said of the 
Spirit in relation to Simeon: The Holy Spirit 
was upon him, He led him into the temple 
just at the right time to see the child Jesus; 
and so he seems to have led Anna also (vs. 38). 

28. “‘Then he received Him into his arms 
and blessed God” (R. V.). Simeon has never 
forgotten that day when in his arms lay the 
Holy Child Jesus, God manifest in the flesh. 
He had long before received Him by faith 
into his heart, but now his hands handled and 
his very eyes saw the Deliverer of whom all 
the prophets had written—the seed of the 
woman, the babe born of a virgin. 

29. ‘‘Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant 
depart in peace, according to Thy word.” 
No fear of death here; he had lived with God 
on earth, hiseyes had now seen the begin- 
ning of the fulfillment of that which the 
prophets had foretold, and he was ready to 
go out and wait with Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob for the complete fulfillment of the 
mercy promised to them (Mic. vii, 20). There 
was peace in his soul because he believed the 
Word of God; he was ready to depart. 

80. ‘‘Mine eyes have seen Thy salvation.” 
Jacob said, ‘I have waited for Thy salvation, 
O Lord.” Isaiah sang, ‘‘Behold, God is my 
salvation.” Moses and David sang, “The 
Lord is my strength and song, and He is be- 
come my salvation” (Gen. xlix, 18; Isa. xii, 
2; Ex. xv, 2; Ps. exviii, 14). But Simeon is 
privileged to say that he had seen the salva- 
tion of Jehovah, for whatever salvation has 
been, is, or ever will be manifest on this 
earth, is always through Jehovah, God of 
Israel, God manifest in the flesh, Jesus of 
Nazareth. ‘Salvation is of the Lord,” and 
‘Salvation is of the Jews,” and the time wil’ 


come when these words shall be fulfilled, 
“The Lord hath comforted His people, He 
hath redeemed Jerusalem: the Lord hath 
made bare His holy arm in the eyes of all the 
nations, and all the ends of the earth shall 


- see the salvation of our God” (Jonah ii, 9; 


John iv, 22; Isa. lii, 9, 10). 

31. ‘‘Which Thou hast prepared before the 
face of all people.” Whether we look at the 
person of Jesus or the words or works of 
Jesus all is of God. As to His body it is 
written, ‘‘A body hast Thou prepared me;” 
and as to His words and works hear these 
words, ‘The Father who sent me, He gave 
me a commandment, what I should say and 
what I should speak;” “The Father that 
dwelleth in me, He doeth the works” (Heb. x, 
5; John xii, 49; xiv, 10). Then as to the 
great salvation which He has wrought out for 
Israel and for all the people it is written, “I 
have trodden the wine press alone; and of 
the people there was none with me” (Isa, lxiii, 
8). The salvation of Jehovah is a fully pre- 
pared salvation presented to us for our ac- 
ceptance. 

32. “A light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
and the glory of Thy people Israel” (R. V.). 
Tke Spirit through Simeon speaks again of 
that which He had before spoken through the 
prophets; that the Messiah should not only 
be the glory of Israel but a light to lighten 
the nations (Isa. xlii, 6; xlix, 6); and in Isa. 
lx, 1-8, we have the order of events, where 
we are told that darkness shall cover the 
earth and gross darkness the people, but the 
Lord shall arise upon Israel and His glory 
shall be seen upon them, and the Gentiles 
shall come to their light and kings to the 
brightness of their rising. Let any one read 
carefully the whole of Isa. lx without per- 
verting Scripture by trying to make Israel 
and Zion signify the church, and they will 
see how plain it is. 

The Lord is now a light to every individ- 
ual, Jew or Gentile, who will receive him, 
but when He has become the Glory of Israel 
as a nation, then shall all nations flow to 
them and be enlightened with their light. 
The Glory of the Lord refers to the visible 
manifestation of His presence, as when the 
Glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle and 
temple (Ex. xl, 34, 35; I Ki. viii, 11). Jesus 
Himself repeatedly referred to His future 
coming in power and glory (Matt. xvi, 27; 
xix, 28; xxiv, 30; xxv, 31); andin Ps. cii, 16 
itis written that, ‘‘When the Lord shall 
build up Zion He shall appear in His Glory.” 
Then shall all the earth be filled with the 
Glory of the Lord, even as He hath sworn 
(Num. xiv, 21). 

33. ‘“‘And His Father and His mother were 
marveling at the things which were spoken 
concerning Him.” In our last lesson (vs. 19) 
we saw Mary keeping and pondering the say- 
ings of the shepherds, and in our next lesson 
we shall see her keeping and evidently pon- 
dering the sayings of Jesus (vs. 51), while 
here we see her marveling at the sayings of 
Simeon. If the prophets did not fully com- 
prehend many things which the Spirit caused 
them to write, as is evident from I Pet. i, 10, 
11, it is not to be wondered at that neither 
Mary nor Joseph should comprehend all 
that the shepherds and Simeon said about 
the holy child Jesus. We should not think it 
strange if we cannot fully comprehend all 
that is written concerning the details of His 
coming in glory and the thousand years, and 
the new heavens and earth; but whatever is 
written we should meekly receive in our 
hearts. and prayerfully ponder, constantly 
expecting light, and sure that in due time 
dl Holy Spirit will give all that wecan 


34. “‘Behold this child is set for the fall and 
rising again of many in Israel.” How Israel’s 
Messiah could be for the fall of many in Is- 
rael must have been at that time a dark say- 
ing, and yet the Spirit through Isaiah had 
said, ‘‘He shall be fora stone of stumbling 
and for a rock of offense to both the houses 
of Israel; * * * and many among them 
shall stumble and fall,” etc. (Isa. viii, 14, 15.) 


THE CHILDHOOD OF JESUS. 


LESSON VI, FIRST QUARTER, INTER- 
NATIONAL SERIES, FEB. 9. 


Text of the Lessc®, Luke ii, 40-52—Com- 
mit Verses 49-52—Golden Text, Luke ii, 


52-—-Commentary by the Rev. D. M. 


Stearns. 


40. “And the child grew and waxed strong 
in spirit, filled with wisdom.” Having 
performed all things according to the law, 
Joseph and Mary returned to their humble 
home at Nazareth, there to abide. And there 
grew up this wonderful child of whom the 
angels sang and the shepherds testified, and 
whom the wise men came from the east to 
see and worship; whose advent had troubled 
the king and all Jerusalem, and for whom 
many little children had already laid down 
their lives (Matt. ii, 3,16). This verse tells 
all we know of His life after the return to 
Nazareth until He was twelve years of age. 
As to His body He grew and waxed strong 
(the Revised Version leaves out the 
words “in spirit”) as any healthy child 
would. His body was flesh and _ blood, 
just like ours; He took such a body that 
in it He might die and thus destroy hith 
that had the power of death, that is, the devil. 

“The grace of God was upon Him.” The 
manifest blessing and power of God was upon 
Him even as a little boy; He wasa holy child, 
and the same grace will be upon every boy 
and girl today who earnestly desires it, that 
they may glorify God. Let the scholars read 
these texts: John i, 14-17; Acts iv, 33; xiii, 
43; xx, 32; Rom. iii, 24; IT Cor. viii, 9; ix, 8; 
xii, 9; II Pet. iii, 18. 

41. “Now, His parents went to Jerusalem 
every year at the feast of the passover.” It 
is written in the law of Moses, ‘‘Three times 
thou shalt keep a feast unto me in the year. 
* * * Three times in the year all thy 
males shall appear before the Lord God” (Ex. 
xxiii, 14-17). The passover was kept in the 
first month of the year, to commemorate the 
deliverance of Israel from the bondage of 
Egypt (Ex. xii, 1-7), and not only points 
backward to that deliverance, but also for- 
ward to a greater deliverance from all na- 
tions of the earth, when the passover shall be 
fulfilled in the kingdom of God. 

42. ‘‘And when he was twelve years old 
they went up to Jerusalem, after the custom 
of the feast.” This was probably His first 
visit to Jerusalem since He had been there as 
an infant in His mother’s arms; but often 
had the events of the first great passover 
been talked over at home, as well as the more 
ancient history of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
and the later events under Joshua, the Judges 
and the Kings. Many must have been the 
questions asked by this wise boy concerning 
all things of which Moses and the prophe@ 
had written, and wonderful for wisdom His 
own sayings, even as a child. 

43. “And when they had fulfilled the 
days.” The passover was on the fourteenth 
day of the month at even, and the next day 
began the feast of unleavened bread, which 
continued seven days, so that the full time of 
the feast would be eight days (Lev. xxiii, 5). 

44. “They sought Him among their kins- 
folk and acquaintance.” Here is another 
strange thing that His parents should think 
that such a child would prefer the company 
of kinsfolk or acquaintance to that of His 
own mother. There is evidently some neg- 
lect here on the part of Mary of the precious 
trust committed to her, which is all the more 
strange at such atime as this when she is 
just returning from this holy feast. If we 
have just been to the Holy Communion, and 
then on our way home allow other things ta 
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occupy our munds and torm the subject of 
our conversation, we suall doubtless lose our 
fellowship with Jesus, and it may take some 
time to have it restored. 

45. ‘‘They turned back again to Jerusalem, 
seeking Him.” Having failed to find Him or 
obtain tidings of Him among their kinsfolk, 
they next retrace their steps to Jerusalem, 
full, no doubt, of anxious thoughts concern- 
ing Him. A day’s journey they had gone 
without Him carelessly ; a day’s journey they 
retrace their steps sorrowfuily. Do we ever 
goa day without fellowship with Him and 
wander away from Him, our hearts filled 
with other things? If so, let us not wonder if 
it takes more than a day’s sorrowful seeking 
ere we again rejoice in Him. See in the fifth 
chapter of the Song of Solomon how a little 
neglect of The Beloved and slowness to re- 
spond when He calls causes much anxiousand 

_ sorrowful seeking. Abiding and ready obedi- 
ence is the only way. 

46. ‘‘After three days they found Him in 
the temple.” A day’s seeking in the city, 
and finally they think of the Temple, and 
there they find Him. Why did they not go 
right to the temple as soon as they reached 
the city? It looksas if Mary had forgotten 
Gabriel's words concerning this child, as if 
she did not know just who her child really 
was; as if, though outwardly keeping the feast 
of the Lord, she was not in fellowship with 
Him. Her ancestor David had made it the 
habit of his life to inquire of the Lord about 
everything, but Mary does not seem to have 
done so (I Sam. xxiii, 2,4; xxx, 8; II Sam. 
ii, 1; v, 19, 23), else sho would sooner have 
found her son, or not have lost Him at all. 

“Sitting in the midst of the doctors, both 
hearing them, and asking them questions,” 
The word “doctor” is found only here and 
in chap. v, 1; Acts v, 34; but the Greek word 
signifies a teacher, and is thus translated 
many times; so we see the boy Jesus in the 
midst of the teachers of the law, listening to 
them and asking them questions, and, for 
aught we know, he had spent the three days 
in this manner, no doubt kindly cared for by 
some of them. 

47. ‘“‘And all that heard Him were aston- 
ished at His understanding and answers.” 
They probably found one better versed in 
many things in the law than they were them- 
selves, able to answer all their questions and 
to ask them many questions which puzzled 
them. He did not waste his time like the 
young people of today upon story papers and 
magazines, but, no doubt, confined Himself 
to the one great book of the Law, the Prophets 
and the Psalms. Let me say to any who find 
the Bible a dull book that it was so to me 
once, but God, by His Spirit, has made it the 
most interesting of books, and what He has 
done for me He will do for you; only ask 
Him (Luke xi, 9). 

48. ‘‘Son, why hast Thou thus dealt with 
us? Behold, Thy father and I have sought 
Thee sorrowing.” This was the salutation of 
Mary when they found Him in the temple. 
He might have replied: ““Why did you go off 
without me?’ But we cannot think of Him 
ever saying anything impertinent or unduti- 
ful. In ail His life He did no sin; He knew 
no sin; He was without sin (I Pet. ii, 22; 
Il Cor. v, 21; Heb. iv, 15). lf we ever 
sorrow because we seem to have lost 
Him, it must be our own fault, for He has 
said, “I will never leave thee nor forsake 
thee” (Heb. xiii, 5). Another truth is that 
all who surrowfully seek Him are sure to find 
Him (Jer. xxix, 13; John xx, 11-17). 

49. ‘And He said unto them, How is it 
that ye sought me? Wist ye not that I must 
be about my Father’s business?” (R. V.): “In 
my Father’s house,” or literally, ‘In the 
things of my Father.” This is the first re- 
cordai utterance of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the one solitary recorded utterance of thirt 

ears, ‘Thirty years, unknown, He trod Gal- 
ilee’s sequestered sod, yet He was the Son of 
God. Daily life, at Joseph’s call; daily duties 
howe’er small, yet He was the Lord of all.” 


THE MINISTRY OF JOHN. 


LESSON VII, FIRST QUARTER, INTER= 
NATIONAL SERIES, FEB. 16. 


Text of the Lesson, Luke iii, 7-22-—-Com- 
17—Golden Text, Matt, 
iii, 2—Commentary by the Rev. D. M. 


mit Verses 16, 


Stearns. 


John is supposed to have been now about 
30 years of age. Verse 23 of this chapter 
informs us that Jesus was about that age 
when He began His public ministry, John 
was about six months older than Jesus, and 
probably preceded Him in His ministry about 
that time. The Levites were not to begin to 
serve about the tabernacle until they were 30 
years old; this is stated just seven times in 
Num. iv, and may have been the reason why 
John and Jesus began their ministry at 
that age. All we know of the history of 
John’s thirty years is summed up in two 
sentences: ‘‘ie shall be filled with the Holy 
Ghost, even from his mother’s womb,” and 
“The child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, 
and was in the deserts till the day of his 
shewing unto Israel” (Luke i, 15-80). 

7%. “Then said He to the muititude that 
came forth to be baptized of Him.” He had 
not come forth trom the wilderness of His 
own accord, He did not run without being 
sent, for the word of God came unto Him in 
the wilderness (verse 2) and He came forth at 
His command. 

“O generation of vipers! (R. V., ye off- 
spring of vipers) who hath warned you to flee 
from the wrath to come?” Matt. iii, 7, says 
that he addressed these words to the many 
Pharisees and Sadducees who came to his 
baptism. They were the religious people of 
the day, fully described by Jesus in His eight 
woes in Matt, xxiii, and by the Spirit in 
Acts xxiii, 8. The religion of the former was 
all outward, to beseen of men, while their 
hearts were full of hypocrisy and iniquity 
(Matt. xxiii, 28); the latter denied the resur- 
rection and that there were angels or spirits. 
Jesus called them by the same name as John, 
and told them they were on their way to hell 
(Matt. xxiii, 33). On another occasion He 

id them that they were children of the 
devil, the father of lies (John viii, 44). 

8. “Bring forth, therefore, fruits worthy 
of repentance.” They trusted in the fact that 
they were descendants of Abraham, and 
therefore the promises to him were sure to 
them; they did not see that in order to be 
true children of Abraham they must believe 
ashe believed and live as he lived. They 
were like those in our day who think that, be- 
cause they have been baptized in infancy and 
in due time confirmed, therefore they are 
Christians and sure of heaven, no matter how 
they live. To all such the word is, “If you 
have truly repented and turned to God, prove 
it by your works. Faith without works is 
dead” (Jas. ii, 20, 26). 

9. ‘‘Every tree, therefore, which bringeth 
not forth good fruit is hewn down and cast 
into the fire.” Jesus used the very same 
words in His sermon on the mount (Matt. vii, 
19), and taught the same truth in His parable 
of the barren fig tree (Luke xiii, 6-9). 

10, 11. ‘The people (R. V., the multitudes) 
asked him, saying: What shall we do, then?” 
Having heard His words to the religious lead- 
ers, the common people ask what message He 
has for them. They made no boast of their 
goodness, did not display their religion, per- 
haps felt that they had none to speak of; they 
were the working people, and it required 
all their efforts to earn enough to keep body 
and soul together; but they had ‘eard the 
cry to repent, for the kingdom was at hand: 


they had come to be baptized, and now how 
can they show their sincerity? The answer 
is, By doing good with just what they have. 
“He that hath, he that hath,” let him do 
what he can with that to help those who 
have nothing, and thus prove the sincerity 
of his repentance. James says just the same 
thing in chap. ii, 15, 16; and John asks how 
the love of Godcan dwell in any one who 
has this world’s goods and seeth his brother 
have need, yet shutteth up his bowels of com- 
passion from him (I John iii, 17). 

12, 13. ‘‘Then came also publicans to be 
baptized, and said unto him, Master, what 
shall we do?’ These were the tax collectors, 
whose temptation, and perhaps custom, was 
to collect more than the regular tax, so‘ that 
their own pockets might be well lined. 

14. ‘*And the soldiers likewise demanded of 
Him, saying, And what shall we do?” His 
answer to them is nearly in the words of 
Micah vi, 8: ‘‘Do justly, love mercy, and 
walk humbly with thy God,” and reminds us 
of Paul’s words to Timothy: ‘*Godliness with 
contentment is great gain; * * * having 
food and raiment let us be therewith con- 
tent” (I Tim. vi, 6,8). So they all got it just 
as they needed, and we can fancy the looks 
of each party as they swallowed their own 
medicine and then watched the others taking 
theirs. 

15. “All men mused in their hearts of 
John, whether he were the Christ or not.” 
Not since the days of Malachi had preaching 
like this been heard. Those who had read 
the prophets might truly say, He talks like 
Elijah and Micah. Some, knowing from 
Daniel that about this time the Messiah 
should appear, wondered in their hearts if 
this was the long promised Messiah. 

16. ‘One mightier than I cometh, the 
latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to 
unloose.” He clearly gives them to under- 
stand that he is not the Christ. He said it in 
so many words: “I am not the Christ.” He 
also said he was not Elijah, but simply a 
voice crying in the wilderness, ‘‘Make straight 
the way of the Lord” (John i, 19-23). He re- 
joiced to be heard and not seen, if only he 
might point them to the mightier than he. 

17. ‘‘Whose fan is in His hand, and He will 
thoroughly purge His floor, and will gather 
His wheat into His garner; but the chaff He 
will burn with fire unquenchable.” Had 
Israel received John as the herald of Christ, 
and received Christ as their Messiah, the 
kingdom then at hand would have come to 
the daughter of Zion, and all this been ac- 
complished; but in Matt. xiii, 30, 3948, 
Jesus declares that this harvest will not be 
now till the end of this age; and the reason 
is found in Matt. xii, 14, where it is said that 
the Pharisees had determined to kill Him. 

21. ‘Jesus also being baptized, and praying, 
the Heaven was opened.” We step back now 
in the record to the greatest event in all John’s 
baptizing. According to Matthew and Mark, 
it came to pass in those days that Jesus came 
from Nazareth of Galilee to Jordan unto 
John to be baptized of him. John at first re- 
fused, feeling unworthy to baptize such an 
one, but Jesus persuaded and John consent- 
ed; then, as Jesus came up out of the water, 
the heavens were opened. Luke is the only 
one who records His praying at this time, and 
this is one of seven different occasions on 
which He is spoken of as praying. The others 
are in Luke vi, 12; ix, 28; xxiii, 34; Mark i, 
35; Matt. xiv, 23; xxvi, 39. Just seven times, 
also in Scripture, are the heavens said to be 
opened; and it is always in reference to Christ 
or His church, either in humiliation or glory. 
The other places are Ezek. i, 1; John i, 51; 
Acts vii, 56; x, 11; Rev. iv, 1; xix, 11. 

22. “And the Holy Ghost descended in a 
bodily shape like a dove upon Him.” He is 
the true ark in whom alone the Spirit finds a 
— resting place, reminding us of Noah’s 

ove returning to the ark, while the raven, 

unclean bird, could find a resting place on 
any dead carcass, He is the only refuge 
from coming judgment. 
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TEMPTATION OF JESUS. 


LESSON Vill, FIRST QUARTER, INTER- 
NATIONAL SERIES, FEB. 23. j 


Text of the Lesson, Luke iv, 1-12-—-Com- 
mit Verses 1-4—Golden, Text, Heb. ii, 


18—Commentary by the Rev. D. M. 


Stearns. 


1. “And Jesus, being full of the Holy 
Ghost, returned from Jordan.” This lesson 
seems to follow immediately the last one, 
which told us of the baptism of Jesus by 
John in Jordan, and of the descent of the 

1, 2. “‘And was led by tne Spirit into the 
wilderness, being forty days tempted of the 
devil.” 

“And in those days He did eat nothing; and 
when they were ended, He afterward hun- 
gered.” The forty days’ fast reminds us of 
the fastings of the two men who afterwards 
appeared with Him on the Mount of Trans- 
figuration. Of Moses it is written, in refer- 
ence to both periods of forty days and nights 
when he was in the mount with God, that he 
did neither eat bread nor drink water (Deut. 
ix, 9, 18), and of Elijah it is written that he 
went in the strength of that meal (which the 
angel had prepared) forty days and forty 
nights unto Horeb the Mount of God (I 
Kings xix, 8). There is no doubt more in the 
forty days’ fast of these wonderful three than 
we have yet seen or shall see tili the kingdom 
comes; but we shall do well day by day to see 
no man save Jesus only (Matt. xvii, 8). 

3. “If Thou be the Son of God, command 
this stone that it be made bread.” The father 
of lies insinuates that perhaps He is not the 
Son of God, but only a mere man, just a 
poor carpenter from Nazareth, making pre- 
tensions of being some great one, and that 
He had better return to his humble home or 
else give some token of His power. 

4, “It is written that man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word of God.” 
This is the reply of Christ to the tempter. 
The outward indications were that God had 
failed him, but Jesus places the word of God 
against all other evidences and rests unmoved 
on whatis written. Believing is better than 
seeing. The Word of God is more than food 
or raiment. 

5-7. “If Thou therefore wilt worship me, 
all shall be Thine.” The statements of these 
verses that the devii took him toan high moun- 
tain and shewed Hiimall the kingdoms of the 
world in a moment of time, cannot be under- 
stood or explained by us, but can be re 
ceived, on the authority of the Holy Spirit, 
who, through the servant of God, wrote 
these things, and implicitly believed. The 
full power of the devil we are not familiar 
with (nor do we want to be), nor is it fully 
revealed. Jesus elsewhere calls him the 
prince of this world, and Paul speaks of him 
as the prince of the power of the air and the 
god of this world; while John, in Revelation, 
speaks of a time when the devil will give 
to Antichrist thet which in our lesson he 
offered to Christ (John xii, 31; xiv, 30; Eph. 
ii, 2; Il Cor. iv, 4; Rev. xiii, 2, 7); so that his 
boast in this temptation does not seem to 
have been altogether a vain one. This world 
is the Lord’s by creation; He gave it to 
Adam, but Adam, by his sin, gave the 
devil a claim to it which he has not failed to 
make use of, and it is true today that ‘‘The 
whole world lieth in the evil one” (I John v, 
10, R. V.). This statement is true not only of 

. heathendom, but also of Christendom, and, 
in some measure, of the Christian church. 
If the manifest works of the devil indicate 
his property, then that which he does not 
control is a small section of earth and a small 
number of people. But Daniel saw in vision 


the kingdom and dominion under the whole 
heaven given to the Son of Man and to the 
saints of the Mos: High (Dan. vii, 13, 14, 27), 
and this temptation was to obtain by a short 
cut and apart from suffering that which in 
due time will be all His, (See Rev. xi, 15, 18.) 
The two classes of people in the world today 
are those who, by bowing down to the devil, 
take their portion now; and those who, by 
bowing down to Christ, are willing to wait 
for their*portion till the kingdom comes and 
the whole earth is manifestly His. It is to be 
feared that many who profess to bear the 
name of Christ are often found bowing down 
to the devil for the sake of a little earthly 
gain or pleasure. 

8. ‘‘Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is 
written, Thou sha!t worship the Lord thy 
God, and Him only shalt thou serve.” Again 
Jesus is victor, and the sword of the Spirit 
is the successful weapon. The substance of 
this quotation is found in Ex. xxxiv, 14; 
Deut. vi, 18. The Word of God is more to 
Jesus than all the glory of all the kingdoms 
of this world, and eagerness to do the will of 
God crowds out all else. The one only living 
and true God is the only proper object of 
worship, and He must be worshiped in 
spirit and in truth. The principal Old Testa- 
ment word for worship is in about fifty 
places translated as ‘‘bowing self down,” asin 
Gen. xviii, 2; xix, 1. As there can be no sal- 
vation without the casting aside of self 
righteousness ({sa. xiv, 6; Tit. iii, 5), and no 
Christian life apart from the denial and 
death of self (Matt. xvi, 24; II Cor. iv, 11; 
Gal. ii, 20), so there can be no true worship 
apart from “no confidence in the flesh and 
joy in Christ Jesus!” (Phil. iii, 3). At Jesus’ 
feet, trusting in Him and rejoicing in Him, 
His sufferings and glory ever before us, is 
the way in which by the Spirit we may truly 
worship God. 

9-11. “‘If Thou be the Son of God cast Thy- 
self down from hence.” The conflict is now 
in Jerusalem, the Holy City, and on a pin- 
nacle of the temple, and in presenting this 
temptation the adversary also seeks to wield 
the sword of the Spirit, but he did as so 
many do today, quoted only the part of the 
passage which seemed to suit his purpose, 
omitting that whies would have condemned 
him. The words quoted are given in the 
Psalin (Ps. xci, 9-13) as the result of making 
the Lord, the Most High, one’s Refuge and 
Habitation. To do as the devil suggested 
would surely be a ceasing to abide under the 
shadow of the Almighty, or to make the 
Most High one’s habitation, and therefore, 
the conditions beirg broken, the promise 
would be forfeited. Abiding in Christ and 
in the love of God we need fear no evil, but 
are perfectly safe in His keeping. In the 
middle of the path the lions cannot reach us, 
for they are chained, Walking hand in hand 
with Jesus, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, 
we need never fear the adversary, the de- 
vouring lion, for our Lion is more powerful 
than he, and will awfully roar at him (Isa. 
xli, 13; Rev. v, 5; x, 1-3; I Pet. v, 8). 

12. ‘And Jesus, answering, said unto him, 
It is said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy 
God.” Again the sword of the Spirit 
flashes, and this time it isa word from Deut. 
vi, 16, the context of which is, ‘‘Ye shall dili- 
gently keep the commandments of the Lord 
your God, * *° * and thou: shalt do 
that which is right and good in the sight of 
the Lord.” If we would not be guilty of 
tempting the Lord, Jet us keep His command- 
ments and do right in Hissight. Listening 
to any other voice but His, even to the voice 
of the best of men, we are apt to be led astray. 
Had David been allowed to follow the advice 
of Nathan, z201 men though both were, both 
would have teen astray (II Sam. vii, 1-3). 
The only safe way is to bring everything to 
“the law and the testimony,” the unerring 
Word and Will cf God (Isa. viii, 20, R. V.). 


INTERESTING ARTICLES IN VOL. II 


OF BIBLIA. 


Rey. F. W. Bartlett, D. D. 
Proper Names in Genesis—Oct., Nov., 
Dee. 
Rey. W. Fisher Markwick. 
Hebrew Word Studies—Ju/y, Aug., 
Sept., Oct., Nov. 
Y.2.38.¢C, 3 
Rev. D. N. Griffin. 


Genesis—Aug. 


Notes— Sept. 


The Deuteronomic Sabbath— Sept. 
Y. P. 8S. C. E. Notes—Oct. 
Rey. Isaac R. Wheelock. 


The Book of Genesis—Ju/y. 


Y. P. 8. C. E. Notes—Sept. 

Rey. Joseph V. Garton. 
Y. P. 8. C. E. Notes—Oct. 

Rev. Robert Gandell. 
Intimations of the Trinity in the Old 
Testament— Aug. 

M. C. Read, 
Genesis and Abiogenesis—Sept. 

Rey. J. H Chapin, Ph. D. 
The Book of Genesis and the Deduc. 
tions of Science—ZJuly. 

Rey. D. M. Stearns. 
Comments on the International 8. 8. 
Lesson—July, Aug., Sept., Oct. 

Dr. Chas. H. 8. Davis. 
The Language of the Old Testament — 
July. 
Assyriology and the Bible—Aug. 
The Babylonian Creation Legends— 
Sept., Oct.. Nov. 
A Suggestive Study of the Life and 
Times of Christ—Aug., Sept., Oct. 
The Garder of Eden— Oct. 
Y. P. S. C. E. Notes—Sept., Oct., Nov. 
Dee. 
Greek Word Studies—Wov., Dec. 
The Gospel according to Luke—Dee. 
International 8. 8. Lesson—Dec. 


—_—eoo 


NEW MAP OF PALESTINE. 


Among the distinguished features of the 
map may be mentioned: 

1. The accuracy, the distinct lettering, 
and the unsurpassed coloring. 

2. The surface of the country represen- 
ted on the map (two hundred miles square) 
is very conspicuously divided into sections 
of fifty miles each and again subdivided 
into squares of ten miles each. 

3. Besides the usual degree of latitude 
and longitude, the distance of each place 
east and south of London is so marked that 
the student with a single glance of the eye 
can determine it. With access to this map, 
there can be no apology for ignorance re- 
specting the relative distances of places 
mentioned in the Bible. 

Mounted in cloth and done up in book 
form for convenient usen the family or 
class. Mailed for only fifty cents. 
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THE BIBLE READERS UNION. 
The membership of the Bible Readers 
Union is growing so rapidly that it is be- 
yond the power of one person to attend to 
the correspondence, and the work is such 


that one person should have the oversight - 


of it. We confidently expect before the 
year is over to have at least 25,000 mem- 
bers. 

We have often been requeste 1 to publish 
the Lesson Papers of the Union in Brerr, 
and now that the membership is becoming 
so large, we deem it not only advisable 
but necessary. 
this month with the Lesson Papers for 
January. 

The topics to be considered during the 
year will cover all of the most important 
truths taught in the Word of God—the 
fundamental and leading truths of religion 
—presenting a complete syllabus of Bibli- 
cal themes, both comprehensive and ex- 
haustive. 

It will be observed that the plan is a lit- 
tle different, and will not conflict with the 
previous courses. 

That there is a deplorable ignorance con- 
cerning the great and yet simple truths of 
Christianity must be admitted. It is 
equally true that the masses in our churches 
do not read the Bible as it should be read, 
and will never read elaborate works on 
theology. Many desire to know, and cer- 
tainly ought to know, what are the leading 
doctrines of the Christian system, and the 
grounds on which they rest. 

The tendency is to shift Bible instruc- 
tion from the home to the Sunday-school. 
Thousands of women who are not Bible 
readers are interested with the teaching of 
the young in the Sunday-school, and the 
object of the Union is to lead to’% system- 
atic topical reading of the Bible, by means 
of which the Bible becomes its own inter- 
preter, and a new impression is made with 
respect to the wealth and variety of its con- 
tents. 

There is a large class of Christians—pas- 
tors, teachers of Sunday-schools, and edu- 
cated heads of families—to whom reading 
the Bible in course is not sufficient. It 
must be studied, and studied in a peculiar 
manner. It is peculiar, because the Bible 
is the only book in which each part is con- 
nected with every part. Hence we must 
compare all passages in it together. We 
must prove each by each, in order to get a 
full knowledge of what we ought to get 
from the Divine Word, and the Divine 
History. 

The comments are brief and tothe point, 
simplifying and popularizing valuable 
truths which lie at the basis of all thor- 
ough Bible study, yet which are within the 
reach of but comparatively few persons. 
They will greatly help to know what God’s 
Word speaks about, and what it says about 
the things spoken of. 

Some of the topics to be considered are: 

Nature and Character of God. 

Christian Institutes. 

The Atonement of Christ. 


We therefore commence . 


Christ’s Second Coming. 

The Future State. 

The Christian Life. 

Extent and Evil of Sin. 

Punishment of Sin. 

Faith. 

Justification. 

Repentance. 

Prayer, ete. 

Instead of sending out examination pa- 
pers every month to be returned for cor- 
rection, it is desired that a Bible Union be 
organized in every town, and in every 
church, under the charge of the pastor, 
superintendent, or a competent teacher. 
Where it is not advisable to hold weekly 
or monthly meetings, the members study 
at home, and write monthly answers to 
test questions, which are supplied to the 
local President of the Union, or canbe sup- 
plied to individual members. 


Those who prefer to study at home with- 
out the use of the test questions, can do so, 
thus following up a careful course of Bible 
reading, which will broaden and deepen 
their knowledge of the Bible. 

One dollar a year covers all expenses, 
and entitles the members to Brsxra for the 
year. 

Persons who have followed the courses 
of the Bible Readers Union, are urgently 
requested to follow up or snpplement with 
the courses of the Bible Students League, 
and the Society of Biblical Research. 


None will ever regret tlf thorough and 
comprehensive knowledge which they will 
thus obtain of the Holy Scriptures. We 
want Christian men and women all over 
the country, and also in Great Britain, to 
work in the interest of Bible study. <A lib- 
eral commission will be paid. No better 
work can be done to build up the Sunday- 
schools and churches. 

The promoters of the Bible Correspon- 
dence School give their time and services 
gratuitously, and Brsita is also edited gra- 
tuitously. All money received goes tosex- 
tend the good wo1k in which we are en- 
gaged. 





THE SCRIPTURES, 


HEBREW AND CHRISTIAN. 


Arranged and Edited as an Introduction to 
the Study of the Bible. By Rev. Ed- 
ward T. Bartlett, D. D., and Rev. John 
P. Peters, Ph. D. 


The work is to be completed in three volumes 
onta ining each about 500 pages; not arranged in 
cerses, but paragraphed according to the sense 
v the narrative ; Vols. I and IT now ready. 
ofVol. I includes Hebrew story from the Creation 

the time of Nehemlah. as in the Hebrew canon. 
toVol. II is devoted to Hebrew poetry and 
prophecy. 

Vol. III will contain the selections from the 
Christian Scriptnres. 

Each volume complete in itself, and will be sold 

eparately at $1.50. 


G. P. PUTNAM’S SONS, 
27 West 23d Street, New York. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 
PatestINnE. By Major Conder, R. E. 

This is the first volume of a series to be. 
entitled ‘*The World’s Great Explorers and 
Explorations.”” Major Conder was sent _ 
out to survey Western Palestine for the 
Palestine Exploration Fund. In the per- 
formance of this work, he was six years in 
the country, and may be said to have made 
himself familiar with every inch of ground. 
He studied the languages, folk-lore, man- 
ners and customs of the various races, and 
has élso made himself well acquainted with 
previous literature regarding the Holy 
Land. 


places Major Conder in the first rank among 


This wide and varied knowledge 


the authorities on Palestine, and he has 
given us a valuable book which will be- 
come a standard authority on the subject. 
(London: Geo. Smith & Son). 


Tue Liry Amone Tuorns. A Study of 


the Biblical Drama entitled The Song of 
Songs. By William Elliott Griffis, D. D. 

The Song of Solomon is an exquisite 
pastoral, a lovely song of innocent love, 
and one of the most perfect poems in any 
language. It isa poem of pure affection, 
triumphant over all temptation, and the 
majority of Christian expositors and think- 
ers of all schools have accepted the theory 
of the poem in its literal sense. In this 
well-written work of Dr. Griffis he finds 
in the Song of Songs a stainlessly chaste 
love poem, the epic of a woman’s purity, 
a satire on polygamy, lofty ethical teach- 
ings, and a spiritual doctrine taught in 
dramatic form. He says: ‘‘The Song of 
Songs is the completion, the crowning 
work of inspired Hebrew wisdom.” This 
book will be a revelation to many readers 
of the Bible. (Boston: Houghton, Mifflin 
& Co. $1.25). 

AMERICAN Rexigious LEApers. Jona- 
than Edwards—By Edward V. G. Allen. 
Wiibur Fisk—By George Prentice, D. D. 

The first volume of this series by Prof. 
Allen of the Episcopal Theological School, 
Cambridge, is an excellent beginning. 
Only an outline of Edwards’ life is given, 
the volume being almost wholly devoted 
to his work as a preacher and a theologian. 
Prof. Allen shows Edwards to have been 
aman who exerted a deeper influence on 
the Christian world than many persons 
have come to believe. 

The work of Prof. Prentice while not so 
well-written as Prof. Allen’s, yet it gives 
us an excellent picture of the work of Wil- 
bur Fisk rather than a detailed account of 
his life. He shows us that Wilbur Fisk 
was a fervent preacher, a theologian, an 
educator, and a controversalist; aman who 
thought the whole conscience, the whole 
judgment, the whole will, ought to go into 
every act of duty. (Boston: Houghton, 
Mifflin & Co. $1.25). 
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NELSON'S 


BIBLE STUDY. 


A MANUAL OF BIBLE HISTORY IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE GENERAL 
HISTORY OF THE WORLD. 


By the Rev. W. G. Blaikie, D.D. New Edition. 
Revised and enlarged. 12mo., cloth, $1.50. 

The purpose ot his work is to enable students 
of the Bible to grasp the whole course of history 
which it contains, and to indicate and to apply 
the great lessons which the history is designed 
to convey. 

“A book of rare excellence. Within the five 
hundred pages, the whole course of Bible History 
is analyzed, delineated and explained with re- 
markable intelligence, judgment and literary 
skill.”"— The Congregationaiist. 


THE GIANT CITIES OF BASHAN AND 


SYRIA’S HOLY PLACES. 


By J. Porter, D.D. LL. D., President of Queen’s 
College, Belfast; Author of ‘“Murray’s Handbook 
for Syria and Palestine,” etc. lllustrated. 12mo. 
Cloth, $1.00. 

The very interesting cities of Bashan—the 
Land of the Giants are vividly described. The 
accounts of these remarkable places prove un- 
mistakably the rfect harmony between the 
Bible and the land in which it was written. 


THE FIRST THREE CHRISTIAN 
CENTURIES. 

A History of the Church of Christ, with a special 
view to the Delineation of Christian Life and 
Faith (from a. D. 1 to A. D. 313). With Chronolog- 
ical Tables of Ecclesiastical History. By the 
Rev. Islay Burnes, D.D. 12mo., cloth, red edges, 
$1.25. 

In this volume the results are given ofthe 
most mature investigations into the history and 
life of the early church in a form once solid and 
popular: suited alike for the purposes of closet 
study and of general Christian edification. 


GREAT EVENTS OF HISTORY, 


From the beginning of the Christian Era till the 
present time. By W. F. Collyer, D.D. Revised 
and enlarged edition. With numerous maps and 
illustrations. 416 pages. 12mo., cloth, $1.25. 


GREEK NEW TESTAMENT, 


With the Readings adopted by the revisers of 
the authorized version. Foolscap, 8vo, cloth, 
ao Demy, 8vo., large paper edition, cloth, 

00. 

The Parallel New Testament. Greek and 
English. Giving the authorized version, the re- 
vised version, the revised Greek text, and the 
readings displaced by the revisers, in four paral- 
lel columns; also, space for manuscript notes. 
Minion, $vo., cloth, beveled, red edges, $6.00. 


HELPS TO THE STUDY OF THE BIBLE. 


Being the “Oxford” Index and Concordance 
with other additional matter, bound with the 
*-Oxford” Teachers’ Bibles. 

Pearl, 16mo.—No. 1, Cloth, limp, red edges, 
50c. No. 2, French Morocco, limp, round cor- 
ners, $1.00. 

Nonpareil, 8vo.—No. 10, cloth, boards, red 
edges, $1.00. No. 11, French Morocco, limp, 
round corners, $1.50. 

Long Primer, 
edges, $1.50. 


THE FOOTSTEPS OF ST. 
ROME. 


An Historical Mission from the Apostle’s land- 
ing at Puteoli to his death, a. D. 62-64, by S. Rus- 
sell Forbes, author of Rambles in Rome, etc. 
Second edition, revised and enlarged. 12mo., 
cloth, 80c. 

Copy of the above sent postpaid upon receipt 
of above prices. Catalogues free upon applica- 
tion. 


THOS. NELSON & SONS, 
$3 East 17th Street, New. York. 


12mo.— No. 15, cloth, red 


PAUL IN 


A. §, BARNES & CO, Publishers 


NEW AND STANDARD BOOKS. 


GERMANYS. 
By Thos. 8. Fay, 
2vols. Cloth. 


FAY’S THREE 
Giimpses into their History. 
ex-U. 8. Minister. Illustrated. 
Price, $7.00. 


GOODYEAR’S HISTORY OF ART. 


A Condensed History of Sculpture, Painting and 
Architecture. Illustrated. Price, cloth, $3.50 


HALE’S LIGHTS OF TWO CENTURIES. 


Fifty distinguished men of the last two hundred 
years. Illustrated. Price, $1.75. 


PENTECOST’S BIBLE STUDIES. 
Sunday-School Lesson Comments for 1890. Cloth. 
Price, $1.00. 


ABBOTT ON MARK AND LUKE. 
oy Tilustrated Commentary. Cloth, 1 vol. Price, 
1.75. 


ABBOTT’S COMMENTARY OF THE 


NEW TESTAMENT. 

Handy Edition. 5 volumes, now ready, per 
set, $8.75. 

Matthew ($1.75), Mark (75c), Luke ($1.00), Mark 
and Luke ($1.75), John ($1.75), Acts ($1.75), Ro- 
mans ($1.75); other volumes in preparation. 

Household Edition. 2 volumes now ready, 
per set, $9.00. 

Matthew and Mark ($3.00), Luke and John ($3.00). 
Acts and Romans, ($3.00); other volumes in 
preparation. 


THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF 
FINNEY, 
Evangelist, 12mo., cloth, $1.75. 
greatest books of the age.” 


YALE LECTURES ON PREACHING, 
By Rev. R. W. Dale, of England. 12mo., cloth, 


$1.25, Nine lectures in the Lyman Beecher 
course. 


MOWRY’S CITY MISSION SKETCHES. 


Sixty years in the Harvest Field. By Havilah 
Mowry, of Brooklyn. Price, $1.00. 


MILL’S HISTORY OF THE ANCIENT 
HEBREWS. 


12 mo., cloth, 444 pp. Price, $1.25, 

With valuable Chronological Charts, prepared 
by Professor Edwards of N.Y. This is a suc- 
cinct account of the chosen people of 
God to the destruction of Jerusalem. Complete 
in one volume. 


CONDIT’S HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH 
BIBLE. 


12mo., Cloth, 400 pp. Price, $2.00. By Blackford 
Condit. 

Extending from the earliest Saxon translations 
to the present Anglo-American revision. With 
special reference to the Protestant religion and 
thé English language. With steel portrait of 
Wycliffe. This is a consecutive history of all 
the English versions of the Scriptures and their 
translators, including also the history of Prot- 
estantism in England and the growth and 
changes of the English language. 


BIBLE LANDS ILLUSTRATED. 


8vo., Cloth, 900 pp. Price, $3.00. By Henry C. 
Fish, D.D. 

A pictorial hand-book of the antiquities and mod- 
ern life of all the sacred countries, With six 
hundred engravings and maps, one thousand 
elucidated Scripture texts, and two thousand 
indexed subjects. 


WORKS OF RAY PALMER. 
Poetry and Prose. By the late Rev. Ray Palmer, 
D.D., author of “My Faith Looks Up to Thee.” 
This generation has not seen a sweeter, purer 
life than Ray Palmer’s. He stands easily at the 
head of American hymunists. 


Works.—Hymns, Lyr- 
8vo., 


CHAS. G. 


“One of the 


Complete Poetical 
ics and Longer Poems, with Steel Portrait. 
cloth, giltedges. Price, $2.50. 

* Remember me; or the Holy Communion. 
Preparitory Lessons for Communicants. 12mo,, 
red line, cloth. Price, $1.25. 

True Success in L.fe.—Earnest Words in 
Short Sermons for Young and Old. Price. $. 

Hints on the Formation of Religious 
Opinions.—12mo.’ cloth. Price, $1. 


A. S. BARNES & C0., Pub’rs, 
111 & 118 William St., N. Y. 


J CONSUMPTION 
SCOTT’S |Schoruca 
EMULSION | =sgucz™= 
CURES Wasting Diseases 
Wonderful Flesh Producer. 
Many have gained one pound 


per day by its use. 


Scott’s Emulsion is not a secret 
remedy. It contains the stimulat- 
ing properties of the Hypophos- 

hites and pure Norwegian Cod 
iver Oil, the potency of both 
being largely increased. It is used 
by Physicians all over the world. 


PALATABLE AS MILK. 


Sold by all Druggists. 
SCOTT & BOWNE, Chemists, N. Y. 


BIBLIA. 


A monthly publication devoted to the 
critical study of the Old and New Testa- 
ments. 


Interlinear translation of the Hebrew 
and Greek Scriptures, Assyriology and 
Biblical Antiquities. 

International Sunday School Lessons. 
Illustrated critically and exegetically. 

Y. P. 8. C. E. Topics. 

A medium of Communication regarding 
Biblical Criticism and Biblical Interpreta- 
tion. 

Reviews of Books of interest to Bible 
Readers. 

Invaluable to every reader of the Bible. 

$1.00 ayear. Free to students of the 
Bible Correspondence School. 


SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN 


ESTABLISHED 1845. 


Is the oldest and most popular scientific ang 
mechanical paper published and has the largest 
circulation of any paper of its class in the world, 
Fully illustrated. Best class of Wood Engrav- 
ings. Published nig 2 Send for specimen 
SORT: Price $3a year. Four months’ trial, $1. 

MUNN & CO., PUBLISHERS, 861 Broadway, N.Y. 


ARcHITECTS & BUILDER 


Edition of Scientific American. 


A great success. Each issue contains colored 
lithographic plates of country and city residen- 
ces or public buildings. Numerous engravings 
and full plans and specifications for the use of 
such as contemplate building. Price $2.50 a year, 
25 cts. a copy. MUNN & CO., PUBLISHERS. ~ 


may be secur- 

ed by apply- 

UNN 

Co., who 

have had over 

40 years’ experience and have made over 
100,000 applications for American and For- 


eign patents. Send for Handbook. Corres- 
pondence strictly contidential. 


TRADE MARKS. 


In case your mark is not registered in the Pat- 
ent Office, apply to MUNN & Co., and procure 
immediate protection. Send for Handbook. 

COPYRIGHUTS for books, charts, maps, 
etc., quickly procured. Address 

MUNN & CO., Patent Solicitors, 
GENERAL OFFICE: 861 BROADWAY, N. ¥, 





Household. 








Hanging up clothes under an um- 

\ brella! ! ‘lo those who use Pearline it 

ey. \ would not look half so absurd as 

Ato see a woman bobbing up and 

“ae down over a washtub, inhaling 

‘the fetid steam which arises 

\S from the soiled clothing stcep- 

‘ed in hot water. Poor thing; 

a. ~ \ she’s trying to 

\ make her clothes 

clean in the old- 

rm fashioned way of 

ed Sh ‘rub! rub! rub! 
- C), Uiwhich wrecks the woman; rubs the 
Wns Soi clothes to pieces, and if successful, 
XY means hard work. Now millions of 


dy \'s _ 
WwW) A ice use Pearline just because it 


UN 
Né. ‘| does away with the rubbing and the in- 
‘ pa yo haling of poisonous steam. A delicate 
\ \\ Ei” \woman can do a large wash or a full 
day’s house thin if she uses Pearline. An ordinary 
day’s work can be done in half a day by its aid; it makes 
a saving all around. Costs five vents to prove it; your grocer keeps 
the goods; beware of peddled imitations, 3 = JAMES PYLE, New York, 


Great Relief 


S instantly afforded sufferers from 
Bronchitis, by the use of Ayer’s 
Cherry Pectoral. Either as an ano- 
dyne, to allay inflammation, or an ex- 
pectorant, to loosen and bring away the 
mucus, this preparation has no equal. 

“Last winter I contracted a severe 
cold, which, by repeated exposure, be- 
came quite obstinate. I was much 
troubled with hoarseness and bronchial 
irritation. After trying various medi- 
cines, without relief, I at last purchased 
a bottle of Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral. On 
taking this medicine, my cough ceased | if 
almost immediately, and ee ~~ i} el? 
well ever since.” — Rev. 1omas | f tail substitute for ata cai 
Russell, Secretary Holston Conference i \\" | 2 ay 2 For Invalids—A pleasing,nourishing food. 
and P. E. of the Greenville Dist. M. E.C., A " For Dyspeptics—Palatable and easily di- 
Jonesboro, Tenn. 

**My mother was sick three years and 
very low with bronchitis. We feared 
nothing would cure her. One of my 
friends told me about Ayer’s Cherry 
Pectoral. She tried it, has used eight 
bottles, and is now well.”—T. H. D. 
Chamberlain, Baltimore, Md. 





IMPROVED AND ECONOMIC COOKERY 
LIEBIG COMPANY’S 


EXTRACT or MEAT. 


a abp. are t Th MH 
EDparimant & 


COPYRIGHTED. 


The Great German, Milk Food, 


For Infants and — reli 


gested. s 7 
For ioe Aged—A strengthening delicious 
‘ood. 
_ FOR SALE BY AUL DRUGGISTS. 
Circulars mailed on application. 
Wm. C. Wagner, Chemist, Brooklyn, N.Y. 





The finest meat-flavoring stock. Use it for 


Aver's Cherry Pectoral, 


PREPARED BY 
Dr. J. C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mass. 
Gold by all Druggists. Price $1: *'~ hottles, $5, 


BARBOUR’ Ss 





Irish Flax Threads in Every Variety, 


Ladies, use the Best, whether for Button-sewing, 
Lace- oe , Embroidery, or other 
ancy Work. 


soups, sauces and made dishes. 
Efficient Tonic in all cases of weekness and 
digestive disorders. When ordering ask for 


Liebig COMPANY’S Extract, 


And see that it bears 
the signature of Justus 
von Liebig in Blue Ink 
acress the label. 





CLINTON H. MEENEELY 


TROY, N. Y. 
Manufacture Superior Church and Chime 
BELLS. 


“OUR TRADE-MARK” 
Hams and Boneless Bacon 


OUR 
RK) 3s 

AM 
SS 


“‘OUR CONSTANT AIM IS TO MAKE THEM THE 
FINEST IN THE WORLD." 


F, A. FERRIS & COMPANY. 





Miscellaneous. 





CLOVES 


DIRECT 


T0 YOU 


I have decided to place my gloves (the best made) 
within the reach of every purchaser, no matter where 


he or she may live. 


You purchase direct 


FROM THE MANUFACTURER, 


get better gloves and save money. 


My gloves are made 


from selected skins suitable for different grades of ser- 
vice and are made with the best skill by the most ex- 


perienced operators. 


They are perfect in style and fit 


and the most serviceable gloves that can be made. They 
4 are warranted and if not as represented you can return 


them and receive back your money. 


A splended holi- 


day, birthday, wedding or complimentary present. 


27 YEARS 
BEFORE the PUBLIC. 

I offer my gloves 
for Ladies and Gen- 
tlemen, with assort- .- 
ed colors, real dog 
skin, kid, cheverette, 


Gloves for Ladies. 


ond fur. Send stamp 
for illustrated book 


“about gloves,” giving fuli description, with 
prices of over fifty patterns, simple guide for 
self-measurement ; thus enabling you to order 77 

4 by mail as safely as if measured in our store ZFyY 


and as perfect fit and satisfaction are guaranteed 


Zz 7 


YOU TAKE NO RISKS. 


Refer to Johnstown Bank,’ American Express Co., or 
Postmaster, all of Johnstown, or Commercial Agencies. 


JOHN C. HUTCHINSON, 


— JOHNSTOWN, N. Y.--— 


GLOVES FOR STREET WEAR. 


Isend a good 
OBSERVE.3<2 mesoure FREE 
of charge with above book to those who 
mention this paper when writing. : 





THE PULPIT COMMENTARY. 

Edited by Rev. Canon H. D. M. Spence, 
M. A., and Rev. Joseph 8. Exell, M.A. 
Introductions by Canon Farrar, The 
Right Rev. Bishop of Edinburgh, Prinei- 
pal Tulloch, and Prof. A. Plummer,M. A. 
8vo. 32 volumes now ready. $2.00 
per volume; by mail, $2.20. 


A YEAR WITH ST. PAUL, 


By Rev. Chas. E. Knox. 16mo., $1.50. 


THE DIVINE ORIGIN OF 
CHRISTIANITY. 
Indicated by its Historical Effects. By 


Richard S. Storrs, D. D. S8vo. $2.00; 
by mail, $2.15. 


THE HISTORIC ORIGIN OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A handbook of principal facts from the 
best recent authorities. German and 
English. By Erwin Cone Bissell, M. A. 
8vo. $2.00. 


ABRAHAM, JOSEPH AND MOSES 
IN EGYPT. 
By Rey. Alfred W. Kellogg, D. D. 
$1.50. 


Under an arrangement with the English 
publishers, Messrs. A. D. F. Randolph & 


8vo. 





Co. are issuing a series of volumes by dis- 
tinguished scholars, on 


THE MEN OF THE BIBLE. 


AspranAM—His Life and Times. By the 
Rev. W. J. Deane, M. A. 
Mosrs—His Life and Times. 
Canon G. Rawlinson, M. A. 
E1wan—His Life and Times. 
Professor Milligan, D. D. 
Sotomon—His Life and Times. 
Ven. Archdeacon Farrar, D. D. 

JreremrAn—His Lifeand Times. By the 
Rey. Canon T. K. Cheyne, M. A. 

Jesus THE Curist—His Life and Times. 
By the Rey. F. J. Vallings, M. A. 

SaMUEL AND Saut-—-Their Livesand Times. 
By Rev. Wm. J. Deane, M. A. 

Danie.—His Life and Times. 
Deane, B. D. 

Davip—Hls Life and Times. 
Wm. J. Deane, M. A. 

Tne Kings oF Isrart AND JupAu — By 
the Rev. Canon G. Rawlinson, M. A. 


By the Rev. 
By the Rev. 


By the 


By H. 


By Rev. 


To the student and general reader these 
volumes will be found alike useful and 
interesting. Price, $1.00 each. 

Sent by mail on receipt of price. 


ANSON D. F. RANDOLPH & C0,, 


88 West 23d Street, N. Y. 
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ROGERS’ 


Groups of Statuary. 





PRICE, #15.00. 


The groups vary in price from $5 to $20, and are 
of a convenient size for parlor ornaments. If 
they should be ordered for school presentation, 
wedding or holiday present, they will be sent 
promptly as directed, and securely packed with- 
out extra charge. 

Inclose 10 cents for a catalogue, with photo- 
graphic prints and various designs of pedestals to 


JOHN ROGERS, 
14 W. 12th St., New York. 


HUMPHREYS’ 


Dr. HUMPHREYS’ SPECIFICS are scientifically and 
carefully prepared prescriptions ; used for many 
years in private spe with success,and for over 
thirty years used by the people. Every single Spe- 
cific is a special cure for the disease named. 
These Specifics cure without drugging, purg- 
ing or reducing the system, and are in fact and 
deed the sovereign remedies ofthe World. 





LIST OF PRINCIPAL NOs. CURES. 

1 Fevers, Congestion, inflammation... 
2 Worms, Worm Fever, Worm Colic.. 
3 Crying Colic, or Teething of Infants 
4 Diarrhea, of Children or Adults.... 
3 ene » Griping, Bilious Colic.... 
7 Coughs, Cold, Bronchitis 

8S Neuralgia, Toothache, Faceache.: .. 


olera Morbus, Vomiting 


jeadaches, Sick Headache, Vertigo 
Dyspepsia, Bilious Stomac 
suppressed or Painful Periods. 
Vhites, too Profuse Periods e 
jrou 


_ 
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35 
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> Cough, Difficult Breathing.... 
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Salt Rheum, Erysipelas, Eruptions. , 
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heumatism, Kheumatic Pains.... 
ever and Ague, Chills, Malaria.... 
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atarrh, Influenza, Cold in the Head 

hooping Cough, Violent Coughs. 

reneral Debility,Physical Weakness 
idney Disease 


ui 
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ervous Debility . 
rinary Weakness, Wetting Bed. . 
iseases of the Heart, Palpitation 1.00 
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2 
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iles, Blind or Bleedin 3 
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Sold by Draggiots, or sent pompes on receipt 
of price. Dr. Humpureys’ MANUAL, (144 pages) 
richly bound in cloth and gold, mailed free. 
Humphreys’ MedicineCo.109 Fulton St. N Y. 


SPECIFICS. 





The Vanguard. 


A radical Holiness and Reform paper, is pub- 
lished at St. Louis, Mo. at $1.00 per annum. Send 
for sample copies. 


E. WOODCOCK, Business Manager, 


1226 North Third Street. 





Miscellaneous. 
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A MOST WONDERFUL NUTRIENT. 


‘‘During the last four months of his sickness, the principal food of my father, General Grant, was Bovinine and 
Milk; and it was the use of this incomparable food alone that enabled him to finish the second volume of his 


“FRED D. GRANT.” 


per sonal memoir id 


October 1st, 1885. 





Carefully Prepared from the Formula of the late James P. Bush, by the J. P. Bush Manufacturing Co., 


44 Third Avenue, Chicago, Ill. 


Put up in 6 and I2 ounce sizes, at 60 cents and $1.00 per bottle. 


12 OUNCES CONTAINS THE STRENGTH OF 10 POUNDS OF MEAT. 


Principal Office 


Barclay Street (Astor House,) NEW YORK. 
FOR SALE BY ALL DRUGGISTS. 





NDERWEAR 
FOR MEN WOMEN'AND CHILDREN. | 


A new Fabric for Underwear 
superior to Silk or Wool. A pro- 
tection against Colds. 

Sold by leading Merchants. 
Catalogues sent on application. 


WARNER BROS. 859 Broadway, N. Y. 


STEVENSVILLE MILLS. 
M. D. STEVEN: NS, 


SOLE MANUFACTURER. 


IMPEROYAL IMPEROYAL 
VACUUM COOKED 











*“ALISS393N G1OHISNOH 


VACUUM COOKED | GRIDDLE CAKE 
HOMINY. FLOUR. 
ONE MINUTE IN PREPARATION, 
Recommended by Eminent Physicians and Chemists 


ta" Ada ated to all kinds of Pastry, Bread, Biscuit, Griddle Cake, etc 
(3 and its absolute purity and freedom from Alum, Terra Alba or 

trans injurious ingredient, makes it a necessity in every household, 

2" No lady can afford to be without it, SOLD BY BEST GROCERS, 


M. DD. STEVENS, 
MERCANTILE EXCHANGE, 
Cor. Hudson & Harrison Sts., NEW YORK, 





GOOD | 
SENSE 


” CORSET 


|'WAISTS 
FERRIS’ Patent 


VACUUM COOKED 


Ring Buckle at Hip for 
Hose Supporters. Tape- 
fastened gttene were 
gall f Cord-edge Bu 
ton Holes—iron’t 

wear out, Best 
Materials 

throughout. 


FIT ALL 


ages— 
Infanis 
to . 
Adults, B 
Child 
50 


bunox BSR 


soippT7. .. 
s 


_ SasesPrT s 


LO ee 


Mailed Free on 
receipt of price, by 
FERRIS BROS., Mfr:., 
341 Broadway New York. 


MARSHALL FIELD & CO., CBICAGO, Whole e Hestern Agents. 


BEST 


For , 
Health, 
Comfort. 
Wear and 
Finish. 

Thousands 
now In use 
in the 
United pistes, 
Eagené and 
Janada. 
Lady Cunvassers 
are very successful 


f vith these = aists. 


Send for cir- 
cular and 
Price 

it. 


S49],83909{ Dappervy 
118 4q 98g AC 


« 





Miscellaneous. 
























































259 PEARL STREET, 
NEW YORK. 


Send for New Illustrated Catalogue. 


PACKER’S 
TAR SOAP. 


A HYGIENIC LUXURY, 


Promoting a clear, soft, smooth skin, healthful scalp and hair. 
for Chafing, Chapping, Rashes, Itching, Dandruff, etc. 25 cents. 
ple (4 cake), 10 cents, stamps. Mention BIBLIA. 


THE PACKER MFG. CO., 100 Fulton St., New York. 
WOUNDS SPRAINS 


sues POND’S concn 


CHAFED ce ROUCHENED SKIN, RHEUMATISM 


ome TRAC Taste 


FEMALE COMPLAINTS, COLDS, FROST BITES 


HOARSENESS CHILBLAINS 
SORE THROAT 


Established 1834. 








Pine Tar Vegetable Oil, 
and Glycerine. 


Bland, Lathers Freely, 
Emollient, Purifying. 


All Druggists. 





BRONCHITIS 
INFLAMMATIONS““LHEMORRHACES*r ALL KINDS 


SORE EYES LAMENESS 
OLD SORES 


SORENESS 


Invaluable remedy 
Sam- 


MARLIN 


aa vinte ING RIFLES 


REPEA 81 REPEATERS. 
MODEL 89 REPEATERS. 


THE LATEST. MODEL 1889. 


MARLIN 
SAFETY REPEATING 


RIFLE 


using the 82, 38, and 44 Winchester 
cartridges, having a 
SOLID TOP RECEIVER, 


Excluding all dirt or moist- 
ure from the lock. 


LOADING # EJECTING 


from theside, away from 
the face of the shooter. 
Weighing but 


6 POUNDS, 


and a model of sym- 
metry and beauty. 

Shoots wit 
greater 


ACCURACY 


calibres, 


STRONG 
SHOOTING. 


THE 
BALLARD 


still remains the best 
shooting rifie in the 
world, 
BS MARLIN’S 
DOUBLE ACTION 
AUTOMATIC EJECTING 
REVOLVER 
in workmanship, finish and 
accuracy of shooting; sec- 
ond to none. 
WRITE US 
forinformation. All inquir- 
ies answercd promptly. 
ASK YOUR DEALER 
to show you our rifles. Fora 
complete description of the best 
Repeating Rifles in the world, 
write for Illustrated Catalogue D, 
tothe 


MARLIN FIRE ARMS CO., 


NEW HAVEN, CONN., 
U.S. A. 


LYMAN'S PAT. RIFLE SIGHTS 


Are Unequalled both for Hunting and Target 
Shooting 


Send for Catalogue A, showing Sights and 
Rifles of latest design. ADDRESS, 


WM. LYMAN, Middlefield, Ct. 
IDEAL RELOADING TOOLS 


FOR ALL 
RIFLES, Pistols 
and Shot Guns. 


.: BEsT tN THE WORLD. Send 
so for spesteaned Descriptive 
Jirew. 


) 1124S 04g dedey 


Cc 
3 IDEAL MF'G CO., 


Box 1064G New Haven, Conn, 





ANTIQUARIAN BOOKSTORE. 


WILLIAM ERVINC, 


13 East 17th Street, 
Bet. Broadway and Fifth Ave., NEW YORK. 


Old and new books in every department of Art, 
Science and Literature; also in French, German, 
Spanish, Italian, &c. Local Histories, Genea'n- 
gies, Autographs, Portraits and Engravings for 
Illustrating, &c. Books bought in large or small 
quantities, 
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NATURAL STONE 7? : te re ronanaes 
Sens ES ORCAS 


in America selling direct to Consumer. From Fac- 


$1 


ques ( THIS CUT 
SOomD FOR 


Trial, 
B ; 00 CASH bie TEN OATS? 
ee ees TT Fala] 


A SAE NE installments of $5 each, t " 
WITH ORDER, WE WICL SPECIALLY ACCEPT $46.00. ee fs 


5 RA Baie canteen RT ones CORNISH’S Specially designed Cabinet Orga “ Cano-f 
U SE ALL OVER THE W ORLD. iletta,” No. 10,000, contains Teets Orchestral tomed Heeomsteett = 
*ipe Quality Reeds ; 5 Octaves ; 10 solo Stops ; 2 Uctave Coup — 
lers (Bass and Treble) , 2 Knee Swells and alllate improvements. 
Dimensions.—65 In. high, 48 long, 21 wide. 
WARRANTED FOR TEN LONG YEARS. SOLID WAENUT ‘ 
CASE, HIGHLY FINISHED. Handsome Stool and large | 
Instruction Book, making a Complete Musical Outfit, 


HOW TO ORDER.—Send a reference as to your responsibility 
rom any Banker, Postmaster, Merchant or Express Agent, anu 
Organ will be shipped at once on Ten Dayw Test Trial 
and if not, after tria), satisfactory, you can returnit and we 2. 
will pay freight charges both ways. t@ You runno Risk. (i 
REFERENCES. —FIRST NATIONAL BANK, WasHING- 

TON. N. J.,any Commercial Agency in the U.S., and thou- 

sands of persons who for the last 20 years have purchased 5 

instruments of our manufacture, rs 

NO MONEY REQUIRED UNTIL YOU ARE SATISFIED. =) ee i : == 
We want every reader of this paper to write to-day for our 20 p. Tilust ou can save money 
Write whether you want to buy now or not. OurCatalegue will interest you and you can getit for nothing. 


BSS Gist re DORNISH & CO, Canoretucce,) NEW VERSE Ys 





FAVORITE SINGER ! 


Warranted for Five Years. - 
LOW ARM 7 
owu Tt 


Sa Pawn : Org 
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Da led Man a Pau, 
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Open cut shows filter disc used in our filters, and 
separate patent ice chambers, 


| 
| 


Fine Decorated China and Gray Stoneware Jars 
to hold the water. 
A natural.stone for a Filtering Medium. 
Fitted with separate patent ice chambers to 
cool the water. 
As easily cleaned as a water pitcher. 3 
All water is filled with impurities. 
These Filters will absolutely clean it. OUR FAVORITE SINCER 
-_——- Drop Leaf, Fzney Cover, Large Drawers, Nickel Rings, 
ucker, Ruffier, Binder, Four Widths of Hemmers 
Sent on trial. Delivered in your home free of 
freight charges. Buy only of gases. 
_—— 30) -_ ¥ Save Canvassers’ Commissions. et New Ma- 
FoR FREE DESCRIPTIVE PRICE List chines. Addrese for Circulars and Testimonials, 


Apeupee, Co-Operative Sewing Machine Company, 


Gate City Stone Filter Co.) “°" "enn 


J, A. DAVENPORT, General Manager. 


HIGH ARM $25.00. 


For use in Offices, Homes and Schools. 


46 Murray St., New York. [ mm | By avoiding Agents you save their 
A enormous expenses and profits 





which double the costs on every 
first-class Piano they sell. Local Agents 


AW ; a We send fortrial in your and Dealers 
carte We oke , i own home before you must sell you an 
Successors to : mira buy,and guarantee inferior Instrument 


; rt y y_ instru- 
SHAW, APPLIN & CO. ee BP nent for six, Wy Seat ee ee coume 





Manufacturers of rm years. 
ULPIT The excellence and durability BEAUTIFUL AND COMPLETE OUT- 
SUITS Siablished years ao, FIT SENT WITH EACH INSTRUMENT 34m 


ESTAB. 1659. CATALOGUES FREE. weor. 1877. 
T*oT Budbery Bt, PIAN OS THE MARCHAL & SMITH PIANO CO. 








“ Purity—Strength—Perfection.” 


iL 
Baking 
Powder 


ABSOLUTELY THE BEST. 


All the ingredients used in making this powder 
are published on every label. The purity of the 
ingredients and the scientific accuracy with 
which they are combined render Cleveland’s su- 
perior in strength and efficiency to any other 
baking powder manufactured. 


Food raised with this powder does not dry up, 
as when made with baking powder containing 
ammonia,but keeps moist and sweet, and is pala- 
table and wholesome. Hot biscuit and griddle 
cakes made with itcan be eaten by dyspeptics 
with impunity. 


It does not contain ammonia,alum, lime or other 
adulterant. These are facts, vouched for by Gov- 
ernment and State Chemists, Boards of Health 
and eminent scientists. 


CLEVELAND BaKING POWDER CO.., 


81 and 83 Fulton St., New York. 


COLGATE & CO. warn the public against worthless imitations of Cashmere Bouquet 
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Soap and 
perfume. If you cannot obtain Cashmere Bouquet from your local dealer, send to Colgate & Co., Ko 55 
John St.,N. Y. 50 cents for a 1 0z. bottle of perfume, 25 cents for a cake of soap, or 15 cents for 
a stick of Demulcent Shaving Soap. 


A NEW CONVENIENCE FOR HOUSEKEEPERS 


That Should Accompany Presents of Silver or Gold. 


CONTENTS. 


A 80X OF ELECTRO-SILICON, 


FOR POLISHING GOLD; SILVER, BRASS AND 
OTHER METALLIC SURFACES. THIS ARTICLE 
HAS A WORLD-WIDE REPUTATION. 


A CAKE OF ELECTRO-SILICON SILVER SOAP, 


FOR WASHING AND POLISHING SILVERWARE 
IN DAILY USE. THE LARGEST AND BEST 
MADE. 


AN ELECTRO-SILICON PLATE BRUSH, 


MANUFACTURED EXPRESSLY FOR US, OF 
THE BEST MATERIALS OBTAINABLE. 


A SUPERIOR CHAMOIS, 


SELECTED ESPECIALLY 
N FOR THIS PURPOSE. 


PRICE, COMPLETE, 
75 CENTS. 
SOLD BY LEADING DEALERS, 


SENT TO ANY ADDRESS, 
POST-PAID, BY THE P2O- 
PRIETORS, ON RECEIPT OF 
ONE OLLAR. 


A Substantial Case that. will last for 
be had of your Dealer, or from us, by Mai 


SSS 


ELECTRO-SILICoN 


PLATE CLEANING AND POLISHING CABINET. 


A COMPLETE OUTFIT, IN A COMPACT ANDCONVENIENT FORM, 
FOR WASHING AND POLISHING GOLD,SILVER-PLATE,JEWELRY AND 
OTHER METALLIC SURFACES WHERE BRILLIANCY IS REQUIRED. 


ELECTRO-SILICON ELECTRO-SILICON. 
SILVER SOAP (POWDER) 


Severo ereeereeTtneNL AeNeeEREEO TN Meare NATL HEMET Severn onic reenersenees eeenenceenceeeeroennmaeee roneetnndoeese stents rene 
Weer SANE Her Moen sme weateneetatns cnet tavevennsaat antrnemenY renee 
eerie cee eee earMeNNETT son enteNTt Lt ATI ar Hoe GHEE NeENINe MTU IEE HEE 


ASS TRO =SlLigg 
“nasle BRILLMNT® 
THEUNRIVALLED POLISH 
$A 


ACTUAL SIZE, 


7 x 334 inones. 


POLISHED WOOD CASE. 
ete 


a i DECORATED METAL TRAY. 
awe The materials, which are the best, can 


; when exhausted. A Practical Convenience 


for the Housekeeper that will save many times its cost in time and labor. 
THe ELECTRO SILICON’CO., Sote Prop’rs, 72 JOHN StT., NEW York. 
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